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Flames rise from Notre Dame 
cathedral as it burns in Paris, 
Monday, April 15, 2019.  A 
catastrophic fire engulfed the 
upper reaches of Paris’ soaring 
Notre Dame Cathedral as it 
was undergoing renovations 
Monday, threatening one 
of the greatest architectural 
treasures of the Western 
world as tourists and Parisians 
looked on aghast from the 
streets below.
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Notre Dame’s 
age, design 
fueled fire 
and foiled 
firefighters
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By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
measles cases have surged 
again, and are on pace to 
set a record for most illness-
es in 25 years.
Health officials on Monday 
said 555 measles cases 

have been confirmed so 
far this year, up from 465 as 
of a week ago.
While 20 states have re-
ported cases, New York has 
been the epicenter. Nearly 
two-thirds of all cases have 
been in New York, and 85% 
of the latest week’s cases 

came from the state. Most 
of the New York cases 
have been unvaccinated 
people in Orthodox Jewish 
communities.
The 2019 tally is already the 
most since 2014, when 667 
were reported. The most 
before that was 963 cases 
in 1994.
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
recommends that all chil-
dren get two doses of mea-
sles vaccine, which is 97% 
effective.
Other states reporting 
measles cases this year in-
clude Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Missouri, Ne-
vada, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, Oregon, Texas 
and Washington. After the 
CDC issued its report Mon-
day morning, Iowa officials 
said they too had seen a 
case.q

U.S. measles count up to 555, 
with most new cases in New York

In this March 27, 2019, file photo, a woman receives a measles, 
mumps and rubella vaccine at the Rockland County Health 
Department in Pomona, N.Y. 

Associated Press



nese national who pro-
motes such events at Mar-
a-Lago, and a flyer she had 
promoting it. She request-
ed Zhang be released on 
$250,000 bail secured by 
her father and said she 
would wear a monitoring 
device to ensure she didn’t 
leave the area.
“It is a sad fact of this case 
that if a Mandarin interpret-
er was provided at that first 
contact with the Secret Ser-
vice, we very well may not 
be here,” Militello told Mat-
thewman. She said Zhang 
cooperated with agents, 
followed their directions, al-
lowed her belongings to be 
searched and sat through 
nine hours of questioning.
Lee ran the United Nations 

Chinese Friendship Asso-
ciation and was photo-
graphed at least twice with 
Cindy Yang, a Republican 
donor and former Florida 
massage parlor owner. 
Yang recently made news 

after it was learned she was 
promising Chinese business 
leaders that her consulting 
firm could get them ac-
cess to Mar-a-Lago, where 
they could mingle with the 
president.q
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By TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) 
— A federal judge denied 
bail Monday for a Chinese 
woman charged with lying 
to illegally enter President 
Donald Trump’s Mar-a-La-
go club, saying her actions 
and statements suggest 
“she was up to something 
nefarious” and there is an 
“extreme risk of flight” if she 
were released.
Federal Magistrate Judge 
William Matthewman is-
sued the ruling for 33-year-
old Yujing Zhang, who 
pleaded not guilty Monday 
to charges of lying to fed-
eral agents and illegal en-
tering of a restricted area. 
Zhang faces up to five 
years if convicted. Prose-
cutors did back away from 
their previous contention 
that Zhang was carrying 
a computer thumb drive 
containing malware, say-
ing further tests have put 
that in doubt.
Matthewman said he was 
particularly concerned 
that when Secret Service 
agents questioned Zhang 
on March 30 at Mar-a-La-
go shortly after she gained 
admission, the defendant 
said she was carrying four 
cellphones, a laptop and 
an external hard drive be-
cause she feared they 
would be stolen if she left 
them in her hotel room. But 
during a search of her room 
later, agents found more 
electronics gear — includ-
ing a device to detect hid-
den cameras — $8,000 in 
cash and numerous credit 
and debit cards, all of it un-
secured.
“It does seem to the court 
that her alleged innocent 
explanation is refuted by 
what she left behind,” Mat-
thewman said. “It does ap-
pear to the court that Ms. 

Zhang was up to some-
thing nefarious ... when she 
gained access to Mar-a-
Lago.”
Because of that, Matthew-
man said he feared that 
if he allowed Zhang to be 
released, she would flee 
back to China. The U.S. 
and China do not have an 
extradition treaty. Zhang 
is not charged with es-
pionage, but prosecutor 
Rolando Garcia said the 
investigation remains ac-
tive. Even if Matthewman 
had decided to grant bail, 
immigration officials would 
most likely have detained 
Zhang because her U.S. 
visa has been revoked. 
Zhang showed no reac-
tion throughout the hear-
ing except for once say-
ing she didn’t understand 
when Garcia said she was 
at times “within an arm’s 
length” of Mar-a-Lago 
computers.
One of Zhang’s public de-
fenders, Kristy Militello, told 
Matthewman she believes 
that Zhang, who works as 
a business consultant, was 
confused by the agents’ 
questions and they misun-
derstood her when they say 
she said she was a mem-
ber. Zhang speaks English, 
but her level of expertise is 
disputed by the prosecu-
tion and defense. During 
court hearings, she listened 
to a Mandarin translator 
but also spoke directly to 
her attorneys occasionally.
Militello said Zhang had 
come to Mar-a-Lago be-
lieving there would be a 
dinner that evening for a 
United Nations group, part 
of a $20,000 travel package 
she had purchased from a 
man named “Charles” she 
only knew through social 
media. Militello pointed to 
a receipt Zhang received 
from Charles Lee, a Chi-

Chinese woman who entered 
Mar-a-Lago denied bail

In this court sketch, Yujing Zhang, left, a Chinese woman 
charged with lying to illegally enter President Donald Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago club, listens to a hearing Monday, April 15, 2019, 
before Magistrate Judge William Matthewman in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press
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By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rep. 
Ilhan Omar says she’s 
faced increased death 
threats since President Don-
ald Trump spread around a 
video that purports to show 
her being dismissive of the 
2001 terrorist attacks. “This 
is endangering lives,” she 
said, accusing Trump of fo-
menting right-wing extrem-
ism. “It has to stop.”
Her statement late Sunday 
followed an announce-
ment by House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi that she has 
taken steps to ensure the 
safety of the Minnesota 
Democrat and the speak-
er’s call for Trump to take 
down the video.
Soon after Pelosi’s state-
ment, the video disap-
peared as a pinned tweet 

at the top of Trump’s Twit-
ter feed, but it was not de-
leted.
And Trump further esca-
lated the standoff Monday 
morning, tweeting that, 
“Before Nancy, who has lost 
all control of Congress and 
is getting nothing done, de-
cides to defend her leader, 
Rep. Omar, she should look 
at the anti-Semitic, anti-
Israel and ungrateful U.S. 
HATE statements Omar has 
made”

“She is out of control, ex-
cept for her control of Nan-
cy!” Trump added.
Pelosi was among Demo-
crats who had criticized 
Trump over the tweet , 

with some accusing him 
of trying to incite violence 
against the Muslim lawmak-
er. An upstate New York 
man recently was charged 
with making death threats 
against her.
White House press secre-
tary Sarah Sanders defend-
ed Trump earlier Sunday, 
saying the president has a 
duty to highlight Omar’s his-
tory of making comments 
that others deem anti-Se-
mitic or otherwise offensive 

and that he wished no “ill 
will” upon the first-term law-
maker.
But Omar said that since 
Trump retweeted the video 
Friday night, she’s received 

‘It has to stop’: Omar says Trump encourages violence, hate

In this March 6, 2019, file photo, Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., 
sits with fellow Democrats on the House Education and Labor 
Committee during a bill markup, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press

many threats on her life 
that referred or replied to 
the posted video.
“Violent crimes and other 
acts of hate by right-wing 
extremists and white na-
tionalists are on the rise in 
this country and around 
the world,” she said. “We 
can no longer ignore that 
they are being encour-
aged by the occupant of 
the highest office in the 
land.” She said: “We are all 
Americans.”
Earlier, Pelosi issued a state-
ment while traveling in Lon-
don saying she had spoken 
with congressional authori-
ties “to ensure that Capitol 
Police are conducting a 
security assessment to safe-
guard Congresswoman 
Omar, her family and her 
staff.”
Pelosi said officials will con-
tinue to monitor and assess 
threats against Omar and 
called on Trump to discour-
age such behavior.
“The President’s words 
weigh a ton, and his hate-
ful and inflammatory rheto-
ric creates real danger,” 
Pelosi said. “President 
Trump must take down his 
disrespectful and danger-
ous video.”
The video in Trump’s tweet 
included a snippet from a 
recent speech Omar gave 
to the Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations, in 
which she described the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tack on the World Trade 
Center as “some people 
did something,” along with 
news footage of the hi-
jacked airplanes hitting the 
Twin Towers. Trump cap-
tioned his tweet with: “WE 
WILL NEVER FORGET!”
Critics accuse Omar of 
being flippant in describ-
ing the perpetrators of the 
attacks that killed nearly 
3,000 people. She later 
sought to defend herself 
by tweeting a quote from 
President George W. Bush, 

in which the Republican 
president referred to the 
attackers as “people” just 
days after 9/11.
Neither Trump’s tweet nor 
the video included Omar’s 
full quote or the context 
of her comments, which 
were about Muslims feeling 
that their civil liberties had 
eroded after the attacks. 
The tweet was posted atop 
Trump’s Twitter feed for 
much of Sunday, with more 
than 9 million views. It re-
mained lower in the feed 
after Pelosi requested that 
the video be pulled.
Sanders questioned why 
Democrats weren’t fol-
lowing Trump’s example 
and calling out Omar, too. 
Democrats who criticized 
the president over the 
tweet defended Omar, 
with some noting their past 
disagreements with her.
“Certainly the president is 
wishing no ill will and cer-
tainly not violence towards 
anyone, but the president 
is absolutely and should be 
calling out the congress-
woman for her —  not only 
one time — but history of 
anti-Semitic comments,” 
Sanders said. 
“The bigger question is why 
aren’t Democrats doing 
the same thing? It’s abso-
lutely abhorrent the com-
ments that she continues to 
make and has made and 
they look the other way.”
Omar repeatedly has 
pushed fellow Democrats 
into uncomfortable terri-
tory with comments about 
Israel and the strength of 
the Jewish state’s influence 
in Washington. She apolo-
gized for suggesting that 
lawmakers support Israel 
for pay and said she isn’t 
criticizing Jews. 
But she refused to take 
back a tweet in which she 
suggested American sup-
porters of Israel “pledge 
allegiance” to a foreign 
country.q
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By GRANT SCHULTE 
Associated Press
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Year after year, 
Nebraska’s conservative lawmakers have 
rejected measures calling for limited and 
highly regulated medical marijuana.
They’re poised to do it again, but their de-
cision this year could have the unintended 
consequence of ushering in one of the 
most unrestricted medical marijuana laws 
in the country.
If so, Nebraska will join a growing number 
of conservative states with unusually easy 
marijuana access, all because red-state 
lawmakers refuse to touch the issue and 
thereby make way for ballot initiatives.
Last year, Oklahoma became a vivid ex-
ample. Billboards there now display a smil-
ing white-coated doctor offering same-
day service for marijuana prescriptions. 
Idaho, Wyoming, and Mississippi may face 
marijuana ballot initiatives soon after leg-
islators rejected medical marijuana with 
tight controls.
Meanwhile, 18 other states, including more 
liberal Illinois, New York and Vermont, have 
legislated restrictions that make legal mar-
ijuana harder to get.
“It’s a head-scratcher,” said Bryan Bo-
ganowski, founder of the pro-marijuana 
group NORML in Omaha, about the Ne-
braska Legislature’s position. “I have no 
idea what’s going on down in Lincoln.”
Since 2010, legislators have rejected medi-
cal marijuana bills three times, even mea-
sures that allowed only low levels of the 
drug’s active ingredient and restricted it 
to creams and oils with a ban on smok-
ing. They refused to approve programs as 
neighboring states took action, ranging 
from legalizing recreational marijuana in 
Colorado to approving highly limited ac-
cess in Iowa.
Nebraska advocates tried again this year, 

but with a threat: Lawmakers could ap-
prove a bill that requires people to get a 
state-issued registry card, limits the poten-
cy of marijuana, allows its use only for cer-
tain medical conditions and lets patients 
have no more than 8 ounces of the drug 
in their home, or supporters would place a 
measure with almost no restrictions on the 
ballot.
From the experience in other states, there 
is general agreement that Nebraska vot-
ers would approve such a ballot measure.  
The ballot measure that passed over-
whelmingly in Oklahoma allows any doc-
tor to prescribe marijuana for any health 
complaint.
Nebraska state Sen. Anna Wishart, who 
sponsored the legislative bill, said she’s 
trying to find a compromise with skeptical 
lawmakers but gives her measure less than 
a 30 percent chance of passing.
Opponents, including Republican Gov. 
Pete Ricketts, say they want nothing to do 
with marijuana, even if the result is dispen-
saries opening everywhere selling to any-
one claiming a minor ailment.
“It’s not my job to make a decision that 
I think compromises public safety in the 
state just because of the threat of a ballot 
initiative,” said state Sen. Matt Williams, a 
leading opponent of the bill.
Williams said he was willing to legalize can-
nabidiol, or CBD, a chemical compound 
in marijuana, but not parts of the plant 
that cause users to get high. But he said 
Wishart and legalization advocates are 
“completely unwilling to discuss that.”
Wishart said some patients need the whole 
plant because the oil alone doesn’t help 
their medical condition.
Another opponent, state Sen. Curt Friesen, 
said he’s uncomfortable legalizing a drug 
that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
hasn’t approved.q

By The Associated Press 
Strong storms, including at 
least one tornado, swept 
through parts of the Mid-
west and the Mid-Atlantic 
region, damaging homes 
and businesses and caus-
ing injuries after storms in 
the South killed at least 
eight people. Storms that 
hit Ohio on Sunday and 
moved into New Jersey 
overnight into Monday 
brought heavy rains, light-
ning, strong winds and, 
in Ohio, at least one tor-
nado. The storms followed 
worse conditions that had 
swept across the South , 
unleashing more than a 
dozen confirmed torna-
does and flooding, killing 
at least eight people, in-
juring dozens and flatten-
ing much of a Texas town. 
In Virginia, about an hour 
south of Washington, au-
thorities said a tree fell on a 
house and killed a woman 
early Monday morning. The 
Stafford County Sheriff’s 
Office said the unidenti-

fied woman, 78, had been 
asleep when the tree fell 
at 1:43 a.m. An 82-year-old 
man who was in the home 
was taken to a hospital 
with injuries that were not 
life threatening. In Shelby, 
Ohio, the National Weath-
er Service said an EF2 tor-
nado with winds of up to 
125 mph (200 kph) touched 
down Sunday. No deaths 
were reported, but Rich-
land County emergency 
officials said several homes 
and businesses were dam-
aged and that at least six 
people were injured in the 
city roughly 90 miles (145 
kilometers) southwest of 
Cleveland. The weather 
service says an EF0 torna-
do with maximum winds 
of about 70 mph (115 kph) 
also swept through part of 
Clark County in western 
Ohio on Sunday, about 40 
miles (65 kilometers) west of 
Columbus, and damaged 
some mobile homes. There 
were no immediate reports 
of injuries there.q

Nebraska’s tough approach to 
medical marijuana may backfire

In this April 11, 2019 photo, Shelley Gillen is photographed in her Bellevue, Neb., home with her 
17-year-old son, Will, who wears a helmet to protect him from damage during debilitating seizures. 
Gillen advocates the legalization of medical marijuana that could help her son’s seizures. 

Associated Press

Severe storm damage to homes is seen on Plymouth Springmill 
Road just south of the intersection of Ohio Route 96 in Shelby, 
Ohio, Sunday, April 14, 2019. 

Associated Press

Storms leave deaths, 
damage and injuries 
in their wake
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By MORGAN LEE 
Associated Press
SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — 
Leaders of the Navajo Na-
tion and Pueblo tribes ex-
pressed frustration Monday 
with federal oversight of oil 
and gas leases on public 
holdings near ancient Na-
tive American cultural sites 
and endorsed legislation 
to restrict natural gas de-
velopment around Chaco 
Culture National Historic 
Park.
Acoma Pueblo tribal Gov. 
Brian Vallo told members of 
the House Subcommittee 
on Energy and Mineral Re-
sources at a hearing in New 
Mexico that not enough is 
being done to safeguard 
sacred sites scattered be-
yond the national park at 
Chaco Canyon.
Many of the sites involve 
more than just physical fea-
tures that can be surveyed 
by archaeologists, he said, 
referring to the less tangible 
aspects of Chaco.
“Only we can identify these 
resources,” he said.
Lawmakers including U.S. 
Rep. Raul Grijalva of Ari-
zona and New Mexico’s 
Debra Haaland and Ben 
Ray Luján said they were 
profoundly moved by a visit 
Sunday to ancient Chaco 
dwellings and nearby in-
dustrial sites where they 
used infrared camera tech-
nology to view methane 
escaping into the atmo-
sphere.
“You could see the plumes 
coming out and moving 
across the sky,” Luján said. 
“There’s no question that 
this is occurring.”
The House committee was 
exploring the possible im-

pacts of air pollution on 
sacred sites. They also 
quizzed New Mexico Gov. 
Michelle Lujan Grisham on 
her administration’s push to 
contain emissions of meth-
ane through stricter local 
regulation.
New Mexico’s all-Demo-
cratic House delegation is 
seeking to halt new oil and 
natural gas lease sales on 
federal holdings within a 
10-mile (16-kilometer) buf-
fer zone around Chaco 
Culture National Historic 
Park.
Grijalva said Chaco Can-
yon deserves the same 
consideration for protec-
tions as Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, which received 
an ecological buffer under 
legislation signed this year 
by President Trump.
The Trump administration is 
seeking to eliminate 2016 

Environmental Protection 
Agency rules requiring en-
ergy companies to reduce 
flaring of methane. In re-
sponse, New Mexico has 
initiated a process for de-
veloping its own regulations 
to reduce flaring and leak-
age, while giving oilfield 
regulators new authority to 
issue citations and fines.
Panelists on Monday did 
not include oil producers or 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment officials that oversee 
federal mineral leasing. 
Rep. Alan Lowenthal of 
California said Republican 
members of the subcom-
mittee declined to attend 
the field hearing or appoint 
witnesses.
Oil industry representatives 
say robust protections al-
ready are in place within 
the national park at Chaco 
Canyon, and beyond the 

park, federal authorities in-
cluding the Bureau of Land 
Management require de-
tailed land surveys prior to 
drilling. “Those archaeolog-
ical surveys are baked into 
the process,” said Kathleen 
Sgamma, president of the 
Western Energy Alliance 
that represents more than 
300 oil and natural gas 
companies. “Any develop-
ment on those leases would 
have to go through cultural 
surveys as specified under 
the Natural Historic Preser-
vation Act and other laws.”
She doubts the Republi-
can-led U.S. Senate will 
endorse the buffer. “It’s 
largely a messaging thing 
at this point,” she said of 
Monday’s hearing.
The proposed buffer zone 
includes a mix of state, fed-
eral and tribal lands — as 
well as parcels owned by 

individual Navajos. A sig-
nificant portion of the land 
would not fall under the 
legislation, which calls for 
tribal autonomy.
There already are more 
than 130 active wells within 
that area, according to the 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. In recent years, fed-
eral land managers repeat-
edly have deferred any 
interest by the oil and gas 
industry in parcels that fall 
within the proposed buffer. 
New Mexico has promised 
to pursue its own morato-
rium on oil and gas lease 
sales on state trust land 
within the buffer zone, at 
the direction of Democrat-
ic State Land Commission-
er Stephanie Garcia Rich-
ard. The Bureau of Land 
Management continues to 
work with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs on revamping 
a resource management 
plan for broader San Juan 
Basin in northwestern New 
Mexico and southwestern 
Colorado. It’s one of the 
nation’s oldest production 
areas.
The partnership between 
the agencies was meant to 
ensure tribes would be con-
sulted and that scientific 
and archaeological analy-
sis would be done to guar-
antee cultural sensitivity.q

Indigenous leaders want less drilling near sacred sites

In this Aug. 10, 2005 file photo, tourist Chris Farthing from Suffolks County, England, takes a picture 
of Anasazi ruins in Chaco Culture National Historical Park in New Mexico. 

Associated Press
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By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Thousands of tourists could 
soon have to pay as much 
as $10 to drive down world-
famous Lombard Street in 
San Francisco.
City and state officials on 
Monday announced a bill 
that would give San Fran-
cisco the authority to es-
tablish a toll and reserva-
tion system for the street 
that winds down a steep 
hill, in an effort to reduce 
crowds and traffic conges-
tion.
“We must implement a sys-
tem that enables both resi-
dents and visitors to enjoy 
the ‘Crookedest Street in 
the World,’” said Assembly-
man Phil Ting, a San Fran-
cisco Democrat who au-
thored the legislation.
Residents say the scenic 
thoroughfare feels more 
like an overcrowded 
amusement park than a 
neighborhood street. They 
have been calling for years 
for officials to address the 
traffic jams, trash and tres-
passing by visitors.
In the summer months, an 

estimated 6,000 people a 
day visit the 600-foot-long 
(183-meter) street, creating 
lines of cars that stretch for 
blocks, clogging the Rus-
sian Hill neighborhood.
“The cars really impact the 
neighborhood because 
they line up, they back up, 
they are sitting idling,” said 
Greg Brundage, president 
of the Lombard Hill Im-
provement Association.

San Francisco transporta-
tion officials have proposed 
requiring visitors to make a 
reservation online and pay 
$5 for each vehicle. Anoth-
er plan calls for online res-
ervations and a $10 charge 
on weekends and holidays.
The city needs state ap-
proval to charge people 
to use a public road but 
it would be up to city offi-
cials to determine how and 

what to charge and how 
to use the funds. The new 
toll system is not expected 
to be in place before 2020, 
officials said.
Supervisor Catherine Ste-
fani said the fee would help 
sustain the reservations sys-
tem and help pay for more 
traffic control officers, more 
police patrols in the area 
and tourism ambassadors 
who would make sure visi-

tors have a good experi-
ence.
“It’s a pilot program but it’s 
something we must try to 
address the traffic conges-
tion,” Stefani said.
Vida Bhatt, a tourist from 
Melbourne, Australia, said 
she and her family drove 
down the crooked street, 
parked their car, then de-
cided to go back and ex-
plore the thoroughfare on 
foot.
“It’s so beautiful! I haven’t 
seen anything like this any-
where else in the world,” 
Bhatt said.
Bhatt said she would hap-
pily pay to have the experi-
ence of driving down Lom-
bard Street.
“This is one of the top at-
tractions in San Francisco 
and I’m coming from so far 
in the world, I would pay 
and make sure I got to see 
it,” she said.
Residents built the hairpin 
turns on the red brick road 
in 1922 because its 27-de-
gree grade was too steep 
for the era’s cars to climb. 
Neighbors added lush gar-
dens filled with hydrangeas 
and roses 30 years later.q

By ED WHITE 
Associated Press
DETROIT (AP) — A Canadian cab driver 
who made extra money by steering des-
perate immigrants to a railroad tunnel un-
der the Detroit River was sentenced Mon-
day to 16 months in a U.S. prison.
Juan Garcia-Jimenez, a 53-year-old Cana-
dian citizen who is a native of Guatemala, 
wept in federal court. Besides a prison sen-
tence, he was fined $8,680— the amount 
paid by six people who were caught last 
year when they emerged on foot on the 

Detroit side of the tunnel.
The 1.6-mile (2.5-kilometer) tunnel is used 
by cargo trains moving between Ontario, 
Canada, and the United States. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Susan Fairchild said it’s risky: 
A walkway is only 17 inches (43.1 centime-
ters) wide and in poor condition.
“They just walked right through the tunnel, 
which is a very dangerous thing,” said Kris 
Grogan, a spokesman for U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection. “There is zero room. 
If a train would have come through there 
they would have been killed.”

San Francisco eyes charge to drive its famed Lombard Street

Cars wind their way down Lombard Street in San Francisco, Monday, April 15, 2019. 
Associated Press

Judge sends Canadian to U.S. 
prison for risky tunnel scheme

In this Aug. 25, 2018 photo provided by the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in Detroit people scramble to enter a rail tunnel under the Detroit 
River between Detroit and Windsor, Ontario, Canada. 

Associated Press
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By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
has postponed an impor-
tant address to the nation 
that was to lay out his re-
sponses to the yellow vest 
crisis because of the mas-
sive fire at Notre Dame Ca-
thedral in Paris.
Macron was planning to 
announce on Monday 
evening a series of mea-
sures after three months 
of a national debate that 
encouraged ordinary peo-
ple to propose changes to 
France’s economy and de-
mocracy.
Instead he headed to the 
scene of the fire.
The French presidency 
didn’t reschedule the 
speech yet.
When he does speak, Ma-
cron is expected to re-
spond to protesters’ con-

cerns over their loss of pur-
chasing power with pos-
sible tax cuts and measures 

to help retirees and single 
parents.
Other proposed changes 

could affect France’s dem-
ocratic rules. Some observ-
ers say Macron may open 
up the possibility that citi-
zens could propose refer-
endums.
The French leader has re-
peatedly said he won’t re-
introduce a wealth tax on 
the country’s richest peo-
ple — one of the protesters’ 
major demands.
The yellow vest movement, 
prompted by a fuel tax hike 
in November, has expand-
ed into a broader revolt 
against Macron’s policies, 
which protesters see as fa-
voring the rich and big busi-
nesses. Their protests, which 
often turned violent, espe-
cially in Paris, provoked a 
major domestic crisis that 
sent Macron’s popularity to 
record low levels.
Still, the number of demon-
strators has been falling in 
recent weeks.

Most yellow vests leaders 
have urged supporters not 
to take part in Macron’s na-
tional debate, saying they 
did not believe the govern-
ment’s offer to listen to the 
French. Ingrid Levavasseur 
of the yellow vests pub-
lished an open letter Mon-
day called “M. President, 
don’t play the illusionist.” 
She demanded measures 
to boost purchasing power 
and maintain public ser-
vices.
Macron has already made 
concessions, but they failed 
to extinguish the anger of 
the yellow vest movement. 
In December, he aban-
doned the fuel tax hike, 
scrapped a tax increase 
for retirees and introduced 
a 100-euro ($113) monthly 
bonus to increase the mini-
mum wage, a package es-
timated at 10 billion euros 
($11.5 billion).q

By LORI HINNANT
SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — A massive fire 
engulfed the upper reach-
es of Paris’ soaring Notre 
Dame Cathedral as it was 
undergoing renovations 
Monday, threatening one 
of the greatest architec-
tural treasures of the West-
ern world as tourists and 
Parisians looked on aghast 
from the streets below.
The blaze collapsed the ca-
thedral’s spire and spread 
to one of its landmark rect-
angular towers, but Paris 
fire chief Jean-Claude 
Gallet said the church’s 
structure had been saved 
after firefighters managed 
to stop the fire spreading 
to the northern belfry. The 
12th-century cathedral is 
home to incalculable works 
of art and is one of the 
world’s most famous tour-
ist attractions, immortalized 
by Victor Hugo’s 1831 novel 
“The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame.”
The exact cause of the 
blaze was not known, but 
French media quoted the 
Paris fire brigade as say-
ing the fire is “potentially 
linked” to a 6 million-euro 
($6.8 million) renovation 
project on the church’s 

spire and its 250 tons of 
lead. The Paris prosecutors’ 
office ruled out arson and 
possible terror-related mo-
tives, and said it was treat-
ing it as an accident.
As the spire fell, the sky lit up 
orange and flames shot out 
of the roof behind the nave 
of the cathedral, among 
the most visited landmarks 
in the world. Hundreds of 
people lined up bridges 
around the island that 
houses the church, watch-

ing in shock as acrid smoke 
rose in plumes. Speak-
ing alongside junior Inte-
rior minister Laurent Nunez 
late Monday, police chief 
Jean-Claude Gallet said 
“two thirds of the roofing 
has been ravaged.” Gallet 
said firefighters would keep 
working overnight to cool 
down the building.
Late Monday, signs point-
ed to the fire nearing an 
end as lights could be seen 
through the windows mov-

ing around the front of the 
cathedral, apparently in-
vestigators inspecting the 
scene. Remarkably, only 
one of the about 400 fire-
fighters who battled the 
blaze was injured, officials 
said.
The fire came less than a 
week before Easter amid 
Holy Week commemo-
rations. As the cathedral 
burned, Parisians gathered 
to pray and sing hymns 
outside the church of Saint 

Julien Les Pauvres across 
the river from Notre Dame 
while the flames lit the sky 
behind them. Paris Arch-
bishop Michel Aupetit in-
vited priests across France 
to ring church bells in a call 
for prayers.
French President Emmanu-
el Macron was treating the 
fire as a national emergen-
cy, rushing to the scene and 
straight into meetings at 
the Paris police headquar-
ters nearby. He pledged to 
rebuild the church and said 
would seek international 
help to do so.
“The worse has been avoid-
ed although the battle is 
not yet totally won,” the 
president said, adding that 
he would launch a national 
funding campaign on Tues-
day and call on the world’s 
“greatest talents” to help 
rebuild the monument.
Built in the 12th and 13th 
centuries, Notre Dame is 
the most famous of the 
Gothic cathedrals of the 
Middle Ages as well as 
one of the most beloved 
structures in the world. Situ-
ated on the Ile de la Cite, 
an island in the Seine river, 
its architecture is famous 
for, among other things, 
its many gargoyles and its 
iconic flying buttresses.q

Massive fire engulfs beloved Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris

Flames and smoke rise from Notre Dame cathedral as it burns in Paris, Monday, April 15, 2019.
Associated Press

France’s Macron postpones TV response to yellow vest crisis

In this Feb.23, 2019 file photo, a protester wears a a yellow vest 
with a drawing depicting French President Emmanuel Macron 
and the word “target” during a de demonstration in the streets 
of Paris. 
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By DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
The Greek government on 
Monday said it is in talks with 
European bailout lenders 
to repay its debts to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
early as market borrowing 
rates have tumbled to their 
lowest level since 2005.
And Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras said he was deter-
mined to spare austerity-
weary Greeks a further in-
crease in tax pain that has 
been agreed with bailout 
creditors for next year.
Government spokesman 
Dimitris Tzanakopoulos said 
Athens is hoping to repay 
a “significant portion” of its 
remaining 9.6 billion euros 
($10.9 billion) owed to the 
IMF ahead of schedule.

His remarks follow a meet-
ing in Washington between 
Greek Finance Minister 
Euclid Tsakalotos and IMF 
managing director Chris-

tine Lagarde.
The yield on Greece’s 10-
year bond dropped fur-
ther to 3.28% on Monday, 
matching levels not seen 

in 14 years. Greece would 
need approval from the 
eurozone’s rescue fund 
to repay its IMF loans ear-
ly, but top officials in the 
agency and the European 
Commission have already 
praised the idea.
The left-wing government 
in Greece — facing nation-
al, municipal and Europe-
an elections this year — is 
planning to boost funding 
for social programs with the 
money eventually saved 
from the cheaper loan re-
payment, Tzanakopoulos 
said.
“The IMF loans are expen-
sive, with an interest rate of 
5.1% — so that means we 
can lower debt servicing 
costs and we will have an 
increase in the fiscal space 
to help vulnerable groups 

in society,” he told private 
News 24/7 radio.
Tsipras said later Monday 
that the early IMF loan re-
payment would be an im-
portant step forward.
He also pledged that if his 
Syriza party wins parliamen-
tary elections when its man-
date expires in October, it 
will dodge a commitment 
to boost tax revenues by 
reducing the income-tax-
free threshold.
“The tax-free threshold will 
not be cut as long as Syriza 
is in government,” he said 
in an interview with private 
Antenna TV.
Tsipras’ government has 
committed to improve tax 
revenues by about a billion 
euros through the measure 
due to be implemented 
next year.q

Associated Press
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
A nationwide strike of Po-
land’s teachers entered its 
second week Monday with 
the government saying it 
has no more funds to meet 
their pay demands after of-
fering generous benefits to 
various other groups. The 
teachers are demanding 
a 30% raise this year, saying 
they mostly earn less than 
a supermarket cashier. But 
the right-wing government, 
which is paying generous 

benefits to its traditional 
groups of backers — large 
families and pensioners 
— says it has only enough 
money for half that amount 
and refuses to discuss any-
thing more, in a clear sign 
its policy has reached its 
limits. “There is no money in 
the 2019 state budget for 
the increases to be high-
er,” said Education Minister 
Anna Zalewska. The decla-
ration is a sign that, after an 
easy 2018 budget when Po-
land’s deficit was only 0.5% 

of GDP, the promises of new 
money in the runup to the 
elections to the European 
Parliament in May and of 
the general elections in the 
fall, have prevailed over fis-
cal discipline. The bonuses 
promised this year by ruling 
party leader Jaroslaw Kac-
zynski amounts to some 20 
billion zlotys ($5 billion.)  The 
head of the main teachers 
union, ZNP, Slawomir Bro-
niarz, said the strikers were 
not accepting Zalewska’s 
words. q

Greece looks to repay IMF early as bond yields tumble

International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Christine 
Lagarde speaks during a news conference after the International 
Monetary and Financial Committee (IMFC) conference at the 
World Bank/IMF Spring Meetings in Washington, Saturday, April 
13, 2019.

Associated Press

Polish govt has no money to meet striking teachers’ demands

Warsaw residents gathered in the city’s Old Town to show 
support for the striking teachers’ whose nationwide pay protest 
has been going for five days without any signs the government 
could grant their demands, in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 12, 
2019.
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By ZEINA KARAM
QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press
BAGHDAD (AP) — After 
decades of conflict, Iraq is 
seeking to reclaim a lead-
ership role and status in the 
Arab world with a centrist 
policy and a determination 
among the country’s top 
leaders to maintain good 
relations with both Iran and 
the United States.
A flurry of recent diplomat-
ic activity and high-profile 
visits to the Iraqi capital, 
including this month’s re-
opening of a Saudi Consul-
ate in Baghdad — for the 
first time in nearly 30 years 
— points to a new era of 
openness as the nation 
sheds its war image and re-
engages with the world.
“Iraq is coming back to 
the neighborhood,” Presi-
dent Barham Salih told 
The Associated Press in a 
nearly hour-long interview 
last month. The veteran 
politician laid out a vision 
centered on an “Iraq First” 
policy, saying his country 
can no longer afford to be 
caught in regional disputes.
“For almost four decades 
Iraq was the domain in 
which everybody pursued 
their agenda at the ex-
pense of the Iraqi people. 
It’s time we say we need 
a new political order ... in 
which Iraq must be an im-
portant pillar,” Salih said.
Iraq has emerged from 

a ruinous three-year war 
against the Islamic State 
group and faces the mam-
moth task of reconciling, 
rebuilding and returning 
tens of thousands of dis-
placed to their homes. And 
while the extremists’ territo-
rial “caliphate” has been 
defeated in Iraq and Syria, 
the militants have now shift-
ed to an insurgency cam-
paign of targeted assassi-
nations, car bombings, and 
suicide attacks.
The issue of Iran-backed 
Shiite militias who fought 
IS alongside Iraqi security 
forces poses a challenge to 

the government’s central 
authority, and the coun-
try’s oil-based economy is 
suffering from wide-scale 
corruption.
“Iraq’s path to reclaim-
ing a leadership role in the 
Arab world will depend on 
how successful its leaders 
are in tackling security and 
economic challenges at 
home,” Randa Slim, a se-
nior fellow at the Washing-
ton-based Middle East Insti-
tute wrote recently. Amid 
rapidly escalating tensions 
between the U.S. and Iran, 
Iraq also needs to main-
tain a delicate balance 

with the two as Baghdad 
has strong ties with both 
countries. The dynamics 
are complex. The Shiite-
majority country lies on the 
fault line between Shiite 
Iran and the mostly Sunni 
Arab world, led by power-
house Saudi Arabia, and 
has long been a theater 
in which Saudi-Iran rivalry 
for regional supremacy 
played out. Relations have 
been particularly frosty 
with Riyadh, which broke 
relations with Baghdad fol-
lowing Saddam Hussein’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990 
and never really warmed 

much as Iraq was increas-
ingly pulled into Iran’s orbit 
in later years.
Iraq needs much help and 
investment to rebuild its cit-
ies — something it can only 
get from oil- and gas-rich 
Gulf countries, including 
Saudi Arabia. But it can also 
ill afford to alienate Iran, 
which holds enormous po-
litical and military sway in 
Iraq through powerful mili-
tias and pro-Iran politicians. 
“We have 1,400 kilometers 
of borders with Iran, we sim-
ply cannot ignore that real-
ity,” Salih said, adding that 
it’s in Iraq’s national interest 
to nurture good relations 
with Iran, with which Iraq 
fought an eight-year war 
in the ‘80s. He said Iraq, 
however, was also keen on 
good relations with Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia and other re-
gional countries.
Mindful of the need to 
counter Iran’s growing in-
fluence in the region in the 
post-IS order, Saudi officials 
have sought closer ties with 
Iraq, and last week sent a 
high-level delegation to 
Baghdad where the king-
dom’s consulate was inau-
gurated.
The Saudi delegation’s visit 
followed a trip to Bagh-
dad last month by Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani 
during which the two sides 
signed several agreement 
designed to boost bilateral 
relations. q

Associated Press
BENGHAZI, Libya (AP) — 
At least 146 people have 
been killed since a Liby-
an military commander 
launched an offensive 
on the capital earlier this 
month, the U.N. said Mon-
day, as Italy called for an 
immediate cease-fire and 
the withdrawal of his forces.
The World Health Organiza-
tion said 614 others have 
been wounded since the 
Field Marshal Khalifa Hifter’s 
self-styled Libyan National 
Army launched its offensive 
on April 5. It did not specify 
whether those killed and 
wounded were civilians or 
fighters. The fighting pits 
the LNA against rival mili-
tias loosely affiliated with a 

weak U.N.-backed govern-
ment based in the capital, 
Tripoli.
The U.N. says more than 
13,500 people have been 

displaced. The clashes 
threaten to ignite civil war 
on the scale of the 2011 
uprising that toppled and 
killed longtime dictator 

Moammar Gadhafi. The oil-
rich North African country is 
split between rival govern-
ments in the east and west.
Italy’s Prime Minister Gi-
useppe Conte called for 
an immediate cease-fire 
and the withdrawal of Hift-
er’s forces, saying that a 
military campaign would 
not bring stability.
He spoke Monday after 
meeting with Qatar’s for-
eign minister in Rome.
“We hope and we are 
working with full determina-
tion to prevent a continu-
ation of military hostilities,” 
Conte said, adding that 
he has personally intensi-
fied diplomatic contacts 
to reach a political solu-
tion under U.N. auspices. 

“We must prevent a hu-
manitarian crisis that would 
be devastating, not only 
for the obvious impact on 
our country and the Euro-
pean Union,” Conte said. 
“It is also in the interest of 
the Libyan population. We 
must never forget that in 
cases of armed conflict, 
the civilians are the ones 
who bear the greatest con-
sequences.”
Since 2011, Libya has be-
come a major conduit for 
African migrants fleeing 
war and poverty and seek-
ing a better life in Europe. 
Italy and other European 
countries have provided 
aid to Libyan authorities 
to try and stem the flow of 
migrants.q

After IS war, Iraq seeks to reclaim status in Arab world

In this March 11, 2019 file photo, Iraqi President Barham Salih, right, walks with visiting Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani, before their meeting at Salam Palace in Baghdad, Iraq.
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UN says 146 killed in Libya as Italy calls for cease-fire

Italian Premier Giuseppe Conte meets the media at Chigi 
Palace premier office in Rome, Monday, April 15, 2019.
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By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in said Mon-
day he’s ready for a fourth 
summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un to help 
salvage faltering nuclear 
negotiations between 
the North and the United 
States.
Moon’s comments came 
after Kim issued his harsh-
est criticism yet of South 
Korea’s diplomatic role last 
week, accusing Seoul of 
acting like an “overstep-
ping mediator” and de-
manding that it diverge 
from Washington to sup-
port the North’s position 
more strongly.
Moon met Kim three times 
last year and also brokered 
nuclear talks between 
North Korea and the U.S. 
following tensions created 
by the North’s nuclear and 
missile tests and the ex-
change of war threats by 
Kim and President Donald 
Trump.
But there are fears in Seoul 
that the hopeful develop-
ments of 2018 could be 
undone because of the 
mismatched demands be-
tween Washington and 
Pyongyang over sanc-
tions relief and disarma-
ment, which have derailed 
a high-stakes Trump-Kim 
meeting and prolonged a 
stalemate in negotiations.
It’s difficult for Moon to 
make further progress on 
inter-Korean engagement 
without some level of sanc-
tions relief, which Wash-
ington says won’t come 
until unless Kim commits to 
verifiably relinquishing his 
nuclear facilities, weapons 
and missiles. Kim has shown 
no signs that he’s willing to 
give away an arsenal he 
may see as his strongest 
guarantee of survival, and 
Pyongyang apparently 
has been trying to drive a 

wedge between Washing-
ton and Seoul by appeal-
ing to Moon’s enthusiasm 
for engagement.
“Whenever North Korea is 
ready, we hope that the 
South and North could sit 
down together and hold 
concrete and practical 
discussions on ways to 
achieve progress that goes 
beyond what was accom-
plished in the two summits 
between North Korea and 
the United States,” Moon 
said in a meeting with se-
nior aides.
Moon met with Trump last 
week in Washington, where 
they agreed on the impor-
tance of nuclear talks with 
North Korea but did not an-
nounce a specific plan to 
get the stalemated nego-
tiations back on track.
Moon spent the past year 
making aggressive efforts 
to stabilize South Korea’s 
hard-won detente with 
North Korea and improve 
bilateral relations. He also 
lobbied hard to set up the 
first summit between Kim 

and Trump last June, when 
they agreed to a vague 
statement about a nucle-
ar-free Korean Peninsula 
without describing how or 
when it would occur.
Trump and Kim met again 
in Vietnam in February, but 
the summit collapsed over 
what the Americans saw as 
excessive North Korean de-
mands for sanctions relief in 
exchange for limited disar-
mament steps.
Moon has said it is Seoul’s 
“outmost priority” to pre-
vent nuclear negotiations 
between the U.S. and North 
Korea from derailing, and 
there is speculation that he 
will soon announce a plan 
to send a special envoy to 
Pyongyang, North Korea’s 
capital, in an effort to res-
cue the talks. North Korea 
in recent weeks has been 
registering displeasure with 
Seoul, withdrawing its entire 
staff from a front-line liaison 
office with South Korea be-
fore sending some of them 
back, and refusing to show 
up for a previously planned 

joint search for war remains 
at the countries’ border.
The breakdown of the 
Trump-Kim meeting in 
February raised doubts 
about Moon’s claim that 
Kim could be persuaded 
to deal away his nuclear 
weapons for economic 
and security benefits and 
also about Seoul’s role 
as a diplomatic catalyst, 
which became less cru-
cial once Washington and 
Pyongyang established di-
rect talks. North Korea had 
been urging the South to 
break away from Washing-
ton and proceed with inter-
Korean economic projects 
that are currently held 
back by sanctions.
In their third summit last 
September, Moon and Kim 
agreed to reconnect the 
Koreas’ railways and roads, 
normalize operations at a 
jointly run factory park in 
the North Korean border 
town of Kaesong and re-
start South Korean tours to 
the North’s scenic Diamond 
Mountain resort, voicing 

optimism that international 
sanctions could end and 
allow such projects.
But Moon’s call for partial 
sanctions relief to create 
space for the inter-Korean 
projects and induce nucle-
ar disarmament steps by 
North Korea has led to a 
disagreement with Wash-
ington, which sees eco-
nomic pressure as its main 
leverage with Pyongyang.
In a speech delivered to 
North Korea’s rubber-stamp 
parliament on Friday, Kim 
said he is open to a third 
summit with Trump but set 
an end-of-year deadline 
for Washington to offer mu-
tually acceptable terms for 
an agreement.
Kim blamed the collapse 
of the second summit with 
Trump on what he de-
scribed as Washington’s 
unilateral demands. He 
said the North’s economy 
would prevail despite the 
heavy U.S.-led sanctions 
imposed over its nuclear 
weapons program and 
that he wouldn’t “obsess 
over summitry with the Unit-
ed States out of thirst for 
sanctions relief.”
On South Korea, Kim said 
Seoul “should not act as 
an ‘overstepping media-
tor’ or a ‘facilitator’ and 
should rather get its mind 
straight as a member of the 
(Korean) nation and boldly 
speak up for the interest of 
the nation.”
Kim also accused South 
Korea of deferring to the 
“anachronistic arrogance 
and hostile policy” of the 
United States and berated 
the ongoing military exer-
cises between the allies. 
Although they described 
the exercises as defen-
sive in nature, the United 
States and South Korea 
have downsized the drills 
to create a space for di-
plomacy with North Korea, 
which sees them as inva-
sion rehearsals.q

South Korean president calls for 4th summit with Kim Jong Un

South Korean President Moon Jae-in speaks during a meeting with his aids at the presidential Blue 
House in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, April 15, 2019.
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By GABRIELA SELSER 
Associated Press
MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — Nicaragua’s gov-
ernment said Monday it 
will implement a program 
to guarantee the safe re-
turn of exiles, a proposal 
the opposition dismissed as 
“absurd.” Anyone who fled 
in the past year and does 
not have an open court 
case or formal accusation 
against them would be eli-
gible to return, the govern-

ment said in a statement. 
The International Organi-
zation for Migration would 
provide technical support.
The government made the 
proposal to the opposition 
Civic Alliance on April 10, 
but said it didn’t reach a 
consensus.
Alliance director Azahálea 
Solís said the group reject-
ed the proposal as “ab-
surd.”
“It’s ridiculous to act like 
the exiles would believe 

the same government that 
threatened them, perse-
cuted them, killed their 
relatives and occupied 
their houses is now going 
to safeguard their lives and 
safety,” Solís said.
According to the Inter-
American Commission on 
Human Rights, at least 325 
people have been killed 
during the past year of un-
rest. The commission esti-
mates there are more than 
52,000 people who have 

fled the country, mostly to 
Costa Rica. The Civic Alli-
ance believes there are at 
least 160 people who fled 
the country while facing an 
arrest order.
Jairo Bonilla, a student pro-
test leader who left to Cos-
ta Rica last year, said he still 
receives daily threats from 
government supporters.
“For us as exiles there is no 
guarantee that we could 
return and nothing would 
happen to us,” said Bonilla, 

who maintained he is ac-
cused falsely of violent acts 
during the protests.
He also said President Dan-
iel Ortega is trying to relieve 
international pressure on his 
government.
“He wants to make it seem 
like everything is normal in 
Nicaragua, that Nicaragua 
is negotiating when every 
day they are killing more 
people, they are arresting 
more people without the 
world realizing it,” he said.q

By FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press
MARACAIBO, Venezuela 
(AP) — Venezuelan oppo-
sition leader Juan Guaidó 
has met obstacles at nearly 
every turn since he de-
clared presidential pow-
ers in a bid to end socialist 
President Nicolas Maduro’s 
rule, and his visit to this 
once-thriving oil center was 
no different.
He was forced to take a 
boat to outmaneuver po-
lice roadblocks and reach 
throngs of supporters wait-
ing to hear him speak in the 
sweltering heat in Maracai-
bo, a city now infamous for 
its blackouts.
Security forces had 
blocked the bridge across 
Lake Maracaibo just as 
Guaidó arrived on Sunday. 
Undeterred, the 35-year-
old opposition leader and 
his entourage boarded a 
private boat and sped off 
across the water.
While Guaidó has gained 
backing from the United 
States and some 50 other 
nations, Maduro remains 
firmly entrenched nearly 
three months into the strug-
gle for control of Venezu-
ela. 
Guaidó has been stripped 
of his immunity and faces 
the looming threat of arrest 
— something he warned 
would be a “big mistake.”
“It would only deepen the 
crisis,” Guaidó told The As-
sociated Press as the boat 
crossed the choppy waters. 
“The consequences would 
only hurt the regime.”
Maracaibo, Venezuela’s 
second-largest city of 1.5 
million where refineries that 
once hummed with con-

stant activity have fallen 
into disrepair, is a window 
into a nation that has 
plunged into chaos.
The power has returned for 
most of Venezuela after a 
massive electrical grid fail-
ure that blanketed most 
of the country’s 30 million 
residents for days starting 
March 7. 
But Maracaibo hasn’t 
bounced back.
The city is a crumbling ver-
sion of its former self. Gush-
ing oil wells that helped 
make a nation with the 
world’s largest oil reserves 
flush with cash have given 
way to broken-down oil 
platforms that sit idle as 
nearby shores are black 
with oozing crude.
Maracaibo has endured 
rampant blackouts for 
more than a year, leaving 

residents of a city where 
temperatures regularly 
reach 100 degrees without 
air conditioning and refrig-
erators, spoiling food. In 
the streets, residents spend 
hours searching for water, 
and schools barely open.
Frustration spilled over for 
several days in mid-March, 
with mass looting by mobs 
that overran shopping cen-
ters sacking 523 stores — 
many of which have not 
reopened their doors.
Residents say they live in 
fear of a serious illness or 
injury. Doctors in the main 
emergency hospital tell pa-
tients to bring their own wa-
ter to clean wounds and 
even the most basic items 
like aspirin are lacking.
Guaidó’s first visit to Mara-
caibo since declaring pres-
idential powers on Jan. 23 

comes at a time when he 
seeks to tap into popular 
frustration and anger to re-
energize his campaign.
Some fear he’s leading yet 
another fatally stalled op-
position movement unable 
to break free from Maduro. 
Guaidó has failed to win a 
critical mass of the armed 
forces away from Maduro 
or bring in international 
shipments of humanitarian 
aid.
But in Maracaibo, a historic 
opposition stronghold, he 
was met Sunday by thou-
sands who turned out at a 
series of rallies to hear him 
speak even as his voice 
turned hoarse. 
Several thousand follow-
ers waited more than four 
hours in the middle of one 
of the city’s main avenues.
The visit came as pressure 

on Guaidó is only tighten-
ing. The National Constitu-
ent Assembly, stacked with 
Maduro loyalists, withdrew 
Guaidó’s parliamentary im-
munity earlier this month, 
opening the path to pros-
ecute and arrest him for al-
legedly violating the consti-
tution. 
Days earlier Guaidó’s chief 
of staff was jailed as an ac-
cused terrorist.
Guaidó said he has urged 
his international backers 
to adopt a stance of “zero 
tolerance” toward Venezu-
ela’s rampant corruption 
and the mismanagement 
of its resources.
Maduro boasts support 
from Russia, China and Tur-
key, but Guaidó dismissed 
that as “more of a show” 
than having any substance 
amid Venezuela’s crisis. 
Guaidó refuses to negoti-
ate with Maduro.
“There’s no possibility of a 
dialogue with Maduro,” 
Guaidó said. “He’s the 
problem.”
Given the fading anti-gov-
ernment protests and the 
opposition’s refusal to open 
a dialogue with Maduro, 
the option of some sort of 
U.S. military deployment 
— starting with efforts to 
bolster humanitarian aid 
deliveries to Venezuela — 
has been gaining strength, 
especially among some fig-
ures in Washington.
“It is becoming clear that 
we will have to consider the 
use of American military as-
sets to deliver aid,” Florida 
Sen. Rick Scott said last 
week at the American En-
terprise Institute in Washing-
ton. “Maduro and his thugs 
have left us no choice.”q

Support strong for Guaidó in devastated Venezuelan oil city

Juan Guaidó, opposition leader and self-proclaimed interim president of Venezuela, sits on a boat 
with staff members before crossing Maracaibo Lake to reach the town of Cabimas, Venezuela 
where he will lead a rally, Sunday, April 14, 2019.

Associated Press

Nicaragua gov’t says it will guarantee safe return of exiles
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Hilton Heights

PALM BEACH — Height is an important factor in dreams, and it might also represent 
respect, power, or strength. These three words are all applicable to the Hilton Aruba 
Caribbean Resort & Casino. Respect as in the attitude towards the guests, power 
symbolizes the positive influence on the guests dream vacation experience and 
strength characterizes the resort’s unbeatable firm factors: quality rooms, superb 
dining and an excellent lay out structure for leisure.

The good thing about the Hilton Aruba is the feel you get when entering the resort. 
The low rise building with the huge open air lobby, and modern-tropical interior 
make you want to sigh in relief. 
Just sit your vacation has begun!

We Walk You Through
Let me walk you through the resort. Your Hilton Heights start with a smiling welcome 
by the concierge, who offers you a glass of champagne while directing you to the 
check-in. Another smiling face will arrange your room entrance and off you go. The 
rooms and suites are designed in light colors, matching the tropical environment 
and creating a relaxing mind. After settling in, take a stroll in the beautiful tropical 
garden of the resort and pick a poolside sun bed or one directly on the white-sand-
ed beach. There are several pools with different types of beds and even cabanas. 
The waterproof library, volleyball or “aquacise” are adds-on to your experience.

Make Time
“I wish I had time, I know I need it”. A common phrase 
used by the working mankind, usually talking about a re-
laxing massage. While vacationing, there is no excuse: 
make that time! At Eforea Spa you will be reminded that 
YOU are important and your body is your temple. The bed 
you are lying on is heated and the massage therapists 
know their craft. You get to choose your essence for your 
room: balanced – energized – relaxed making it an awe-
some custom-made experience.

Rise to Taste
Sunset Grille restaurant has a great chef, Matt Boland 
who is American and trained in French cuisine. He is a 
veteran in the world of haute-cuisine and let all his posi-
tive energy and fresh ideas loose when it comes to the 
elegant dining at Hilton Aruba. It starts with you walking 
through the door, bumping into a “Wall of Fame” pictur-
ing the well-known faces of the island in a humorous way 
which allows you to peek into the local person’s scenery. 
Seating is possible in the classic indoor elegance or the 
romantic outdoor terrace, your pick. Standing out here is 
really the service combined with the quality of the dish-
es, an impeccable combination where you cannot go 
wrong. Superb steaks or sassiest seafood, it is all here. So 
go, rise to sunset and taste!

For more information check the Facebook page Hilton 
Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino.q

Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino.
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 81
Palm Beach
Telephone: +297 586 6555



LOCALTuesday 16 april 2019
A14

with the name of Jurijurebo 
and that drought and fam-
ine provoked that they sent 
her back to Aruba where 
her parents had a small Cu-
nucu together with a cous-
in she called uncle. She 
was always proud but se-
rene and self-conscious. In 
her town on the mainland 
everyone knew that she 
would become a beautiful 
young woman that looked 
exactly like dudu Judi or 
grand ma Judibana. Mai-
tirima was her name and 
was composed of the two 
words, Mai, meant water 
spring or an eye of water 
and Tirima which meant 
blue celeste, all that to-
gether it meant Blue- Wa-
ter- Spring, who must have 

been of an age between 
9 and 12-years-old at the 
time. She became a hard-
working, smart and beauti-
ful woman and got married 
into the Croes family of Pie-
dra Plat and was the great-
grandmother of many gen-
erations of Protestant 

Discover an Aruba that no 
other could share with you. 
Our renowned indigenous 
and educative session has 
been entertaining curious 
participants for decades. 
Mail us at etnianativa03@
gmail.comto confirm your 
participation at our facili-
ties, close to the high rise 
Hotels area, and take this 
experience home with 
you.q

Episode XIV
The girl of Weburi:a Rock ArtSite story                                        

This area is part of some man-made rain 
water collecting dams and conjunctions 
of rooi`s or dry river beds.  Weburi is also 
in the vicinity of a once large Caquetian 
or island Amerindian settlement that now 
is known under the name of Santa Cruz, a 
Spanish Catholic name.
This is a story that was told to me over 30 
years ago, which took place when the 
Calvinist Protestants decided to establish 
their new congregation. Piedra Plat was 
the place of choice and this happened 
during construction of the old church and 
the building of some houses. On an early 
Wednesday morning, the lady recalling 
the story told by grandmother: the sun had 
not risen yet when they were distracted by 
a certain sound that appeared to be sob-
bing of a child. 

It was not long after that everyone started 
to walk about with the hope to find out 
from where the crying sound was coming 
from. After a short search someone shout-
ed, “Found her!” so everyone knew imme-
diately now that she was a girl. She looked 
very badly nourished and dirty. No doubt 
that she was lost. Maiti knew how to speak 
some Spanish, Papiamento and her Ca-
quetian language. Now that a few weeks 
had past she was amazed that she looked 
way much better and very nice indeed. 
After a few more weeks we could see 
that she felt secure enough to start to tell 

a more consistent story and why she was 
hiding in fear and from whom or from what 
was she running from and hiding in the 
rock formation. All happened when she 
arrived at Westpunt and found out from 
her step-uncle that her mother and her 
two siblings had passed away about two 
weeks ago one after another from food 
poisoning and that her father took way 
broken-hearted on a sail ship. So there she 
was with her step-uncle who, resulted to 
be a bad person able to use brutal force 
in trying to get his way with her. Luckily she 
had gotten away. But with difficulties on 
the main land and her family gone, she 
only knew to run and escaped all abu-
sive intentions. For 5 days she wandered 
around and on the second night she slept 
in the cove with the drawings. You must 
imagine the conditions which she was in 
since she did not eat or drink enough since 
she was dispatched some weeks earlier. 
She sailed out from Adicora, Paraguaná 
State of Falcon in Venezuela to Aruba. The 
story was that she was born on Aruba but 
returned after a long visit of almost 4 years 
to her grandparents on the main land. She 
claimed to have had an Aruban Caque-
tian father and a mainland Caquetian 
mother who was the granddaughter of 
a regional prince who had the of Judiba-
na who appeared to be a very beautiful 
woman. Judibana was confirmed to had 
lived and was the wife of regional Chief 

ORANJESTAD — Weburi is another very interesting place situated South of Piedra 
Plat`s Protestant Church. Weburi, as we are told stands for; boulders standing in the 
blowing wind. This pictograph site can also be reached going North from out the 
Hooiberg hill or Hay stack. After some 500 steps you should look for some particularly 
round boulders. In one of them a cove has formed due to erosion with a west-facing 
entrance and is the rock containing a fantastic collection of red pigmented rock Art. 
This amazing site has some minor difficulties to find the entrance, however once the 
entrance is located and one has made it inside the hollow rock bolder, the mystical 
drawings are all over the interior wall and can best observed.

Pic. 1 Weburi, Piedra Plat. Picture taken looking towards the East 

Pic. 2. Boulder at Weburi, where the pictographs where found

Each week we share the most interesting and revealing 
articles regarding Aruba, a destination to be explored,we 
can find,and so doing uncover amazing and informative 
stories along the way.

Pic. 3. Rock Weburiart drawings inside the rock bolder at 
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Bohemian Restaurant: Eclectic Surprise with French Core
PALM BEACH — Avant-garde from 
France, nonconformist in style and 
ethnic in cuisine. That is what the 
new kid in town is about. Bohemian 
Restaurant is different, unconven-
tional and a rebel with a cause. The 
cause is to make you feel king in 
this hidden garden with outstand-
ing dishes that connect you to the 
European liaisons of Aruba. 

A garden full of strong trees and 
dressed up in New York-style indus-
trial-look elements creates a cos-
mopolitan vibe while at the same 
time the tropical breeze and out-
side dining connect to the Carib-
bean. Waiters with French barrettes 
and pant suspenders service you 
with a happy and loose style with 
on the background the sounds of 
underground chill music varied 
with French classics.

On Wednesdays Bohemian offers 
a special night with live Flamenco 
singer Angela Baidez. From 8 PM 
tonight Spanish Paella and much 
more is on the menu, of course 
with pairing wines. The beautiful 
garden of Bohemian will be filled 
with lights, good food and live 

music in an intimate, hip and off-
beat ambiance. Catchy Rumba 
Gitana and dramatic Spanish bal-
lads combine with the passionately 
prepared dishes to tickle your taste 
buds to the max. Fridays and Sat-
urdays DJ’s play from 10 PM as Bo-
hemian offers the whole concept 
from food to after drinks. The cool 
bar accommodates a daily happy 
hour at 5 PM by the way. Saturday’s 
soul-touching singer Sanghita with 
guitarist Martin perform live from 7 
PM on. 

Bohemian Restaurant is a differ-
ent swing, European flair and out-
side dining, a place from the same 
owner as the for years already suc-
cessful Casa Tua restaurants. They 
know their dance well, but this time 
they lift it to a different level. 

Free Parking available at the park-
ing lot in front of Barcelo Resort. q

Make your reservations through their 
website: https://bohemianaruba.
com. Call them at 00 297 280 8448. 
Facebook: Bohemian.
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Dreams come true with Aruba Living Today
With 10 years of experience the whole team of Aruba Living Today pro-
vides you with the best service before during and after your purchase of 
you dream home. We are here to share our knowledge with you and to 
make sure you know all the ins and outs when it comes to purchasing a 
dream home in Aruba. We not only help you buy or sell your house, we 
arrange all utilities, insurance and we are here to support you with your 
furniture and appliances, even when you need it shipped from abroad. 
When you chose Aruba Living Today as your property mediator you will 
not deal with only one person. You have a whole team working with and 
for you. Randolph, Berend, Julie, Hilde, Vicky, and Ashanti are Aruba Liv-
ing Today and Aruba Living Today is the one-stop-shop for all your realty 
questions, dream home and more.
Looking to sell, buy or build. Aruba Living Today has the know-how and 
the skills to take care of you from A to Z. 

New development
Driving around in Aruba you will find different options to invest in. We 
don’t want you to get lost in all the new development opportunities Aru-
ba is offering.  Aruba Living Today will give you all the information you 
need to help you find the property that fits you best. 
Located right behind the Ritz Carlton and within walking distance from 
the beach is Tuscany Residence Aruba. The whole project consists of ap-
prox. 180 units all built on property land.  Tuscany Residence Aruba is a 
unique development. It is the only development where different houses 
will be built in one residential park. The first phase already started with 
the building of 8 Townhouses, 8 stand-alone 2- and 3 storey Villas and 36 

Condominiums. Basically, there is a house for every dream starting from 
$345.000 for a Townhouse to $776.000 for a 3-storey Villa.  The latest tech-
niques in building are used to make the houses sustainable and energy-
efficient.  They have a modern design inside and out. Beautiful European 
kitchens and bathrooms are all included and for those days where you 
do not feel like going to the beach you should know that all the Villas will 
have a private pool in the yard and there are big community pools with 
dressing rooms, showers and sunbeds for the Townhouse and Condo-
minium owners.

Aruba a great investment 
Aruba, with its long white sandy beaches, turquoise waters and skin kiss-
ing sun, is a popular destination for all kinds of tourists. It’s not rocket sci-
ences that owning a property for ever, instead of just a week or two, is a 
great investment. As a homeowner you can stay up to a 180days a year 
in Aruba. The rest of the year you can rent out your home to give others 
the Aruban experience you so much love. If you are thinking of retiring 
you can even apply for a permit to stay all year round. Aruba Living To-
day is here to guide you through the process and help you with all your 
rental needs. We can’t say it enough, “Aruba living today is a one-stop-
shop!”q

Call us for a pick-up from your hotel
Aruba Living Today 
Or Vicky@livingtoday.aw 5946161
Or Randolph@livingtoday.aw 5939177
www.livingtoday.aw Tanki Leendert 291 Noord-Aruba

"Aruba- The Sun-Kissed lsle"  
By Charles Geddes 

ln the sun-kissed island of Aruba 
Rare gem of the Caribbean Sea. 
Where the opal waters laps its shores, 
And my heart just longs to be. 

Where the trupial’s song awakes the dawn, 
And Heaven’s refreshing breezes blow, 
Where the divi divi bows its head, 
And the cactus bushes grow. 

Where the Hooiberg rears its lofty head, 
And the Mayaro rocks lie still, 
Where the ultra+nodern new hotels, 
Smile down on the old wind-mill.

Where the cruise-ships hug the waterfront, 
Giving impressive daily sights, 
Where at night the magic spell is cast, 
Draping them with “fairy -lights”. 

And where Oranjestad’s shop windows, 
Show gems that wink and coyly smile, 
Seducing the many passer’s by, 
To come in and browse awhile. 

True - you’ll find no sparkling river there, 
Or a mighty Niagra Fall, 
Nor a snow-capped Rocky - Mountain range, 
Or sequoias towering tall. 

You will find no majestic bridges, 
Like the “Golden Gate’s” long span, 
No Grand Canyon to catch one’s breath, 
And amaze the soul of man. 
 
There is no towering monument, 
With “Freedom’s Torch” in hand held high, 
And (thankfully) no tall sky-scrapers. 
To blot out the azure sky. 

But there is a welcome thqre for all, 
For it’s known as the “friendly isle” 
Where “Bon Bini” are the words you hear, 
As you’re greeted with a smile. 

Yes, the many wonders of this world, 
Just have no attraction for me, 
Aruba’s the one place that I love, 
And that’s where I long to be.  



A17
Tuesday 16 april 2019

By AARON BEARD 
AP Sports Writer
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — A 
diversity report released 
Monday on Major League 
Baseball finds the sport 
remaining largely on the 
same footing from the pre-
vious year in racial and 
gender hiring practices, 
with the biggest area of 
concern coming in the 
front offices of league 
teams.
The annual report card 
from The Institute for Di-
versity and Ethics in Sport 
(TIDES) at Central Florida 
found slight fluctuations in 
scores for racial and gen-
der hiring. The grade for ra-
cial hiring was an A-minus 
with 89 points, up a point 
from a year earlier, while 
the grade for gender hiring 
dropped one point to a 70 
for a C.
The overall score was un-
changed at 79, a B-minus.
Richard Lapchick, the insti-
tute’s director and the lead 
report author, has praised 
racial and gender hiring 
practices at the league’s 
central office as the result 
of diversity initiatives di-
rected by Renee Tirado, a 
league vice president serv-
ing as MLB’s chief diversity 
and inclusion officer. The 
goal now, Lapchick said, 
is having that overall em-
phasis “filtered down to 
the teams in a strong way 
so that the pipeline is built 
in those teams.”

Continued on Page 21

Study: 
Minority 
hiring in 
MLB ranks 
similar to 
previous 
year

Ethiopia’s Worknesh Degefa 
cruises to Boston Marathon title
Worknesh Degefa, of Ethiopia, breaks the tape to win the 
women’s division of the 123rd Boston Marathon on Monday, 
April 15, 2019, in Boston.

Associated Press
Page 19
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PARIS (AP) — The Dakar Rally is swapping South America for Saudi Arabia.
Dakar Rally organizers say next year’s race will be held in “the deep and mysterious des-
erts of the Middle East, in Saudi Arabia.”
Created by Thierry Sabine after he got lost in the Libyan desert in 1977, the Dakar Rally 
was raced across Africa until terror threats in Mauritania led organizers to cancel the 
2008 edition. The rally was then held in South America.
Details of the 2020 race will be announced later this week in Saudi Arabia.
Dakar Rally director David Castera says “it’s a grandiose challenge, with this blank page, 
with unlimited possibilities.”q

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer
AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — No 
comeback by Tiger Woods 
was ever going to be com-
plete without a major.
Now the question becomes 
how many more he can 
win.
So much appeal of that red 
shirt beneath a green jack-
et involved looking back 
at all Woods had to over-
come to reach that mo-
ment — a Masters cham-
pion once again — that so 
many thought would never 
happen.
The fourth surgery to rebuild 
his left knee. The private af-
fairs that became public, 
shattering his image. The 
balky back that required 
four more surgeries, the 
last one out of desperation 
because he could barely 
walk, much less play golf. 
And a new generation of 
stars he inspired who were 
younger, stronger and ca-
pable.
That’s why Woods cel-
ebrated his 15th major like 
never before — fist pumps 
without a club in his hand, 
because he couldn’t help 
himself walking off the 18th 
green.
“Overwhelming,” he said 
with a voice still hoarse 
from all that screaming.
He went 28 majors over 11 
years without winning, and 
no sooner did he stretch 
his arms into that familiar 
green jacket — “Ah, it fits,” 
he said in Butler Cabin — 
was he asked about the 18 
majors Jack Nicklaus won 
to set the gold standard in 
golf.
“I don’t know if he’s worried 
or not,” Woods said. “I’m 
sure he’s home just chilling 
and watching.”

Whether the record is in 
play, Nicklaus can expect 
plenty of questions. For 
years, he could rarely get 
through any conversation 
without someone asking 
him whether he thought 
Woods could top his mark.
“I thought for a long time 
that he was going to win 
again,” Nicklaus said Sun-
day night on Golf Channel. 
“The next two majors are at 
Bethpage, where he has 
won, and at Pebble Beach, 
where he has won. So, he 
has got me shaking in my 
boots, guys.”
The last part was delivered 
in jest.
The first part was factual.
Woods winning his fifth 
Masters was not entirely out 
of the blue. He capped the 
year of his great comeback 
last year by winning the 
Tour Championship in typi-

cal Tiger fashion, by build-
ing a lead on a tough, fast 
course at East Lake and 
not giving anyone much 
of a chance to catch him. 
He also briefly led Sunday 
in the British Open, and 
was one shot behind on 
the back nine at the PGA 
Championship.
“The win at East Lake was a 
big confidence booster for 
me because I had come 
close last year a couple 
times,” Woods said. “Still 
have to get it across the 
finish line, and I didn’t quite 
do it.”
So, imagine the effect of 
winning the Masters, es-
pecially the way this one 
played out. Six players had 
at least a share of the lead 
at one point on the back 
nine — four of them major 
champions — and there 
was a five-way tie for the 

lead when the final group 
was in the 15th fairway.
It was anyone’s game un-
til Francesco Molinari, who 
earlier hit 8-iron in Rae’s 
Creek on the 12th hole for 
double bogey, hit a wedge 
off a tree limb and into the 
water on the par-5 15th 
that led to double bogey.
And then it became 
Woods’ game — a two-
putt birdie to take the lead, 
an 8-iron that rolled down 
the slope next to the hole 
for a signature moment at 
this Masters.
“Well, I can win majors 
now,” Woods said with a 
laugh.
The PGA Championship is a 
month away at Bethpage 
Black, where Woods was 
dominant as ever in going 
wire-to-wire in the 2002 U.S. 
Open, and was right there 
with a chance in the 2009 

U.S. Open except for a put-
ter that refused to cooper-
ate. And then it’s the U.S. 
Open in June at Pebble 
Beach. If the Masters is the 
most memorable of his 15 
majors, Pebble Beach re-
mains his greatest perfor-
mance. Woods won there 
in 2000 by a record 15 shots, 
even with a triple bogey in 
the third round. Ten years 
later, he tied for fourth at 
the U.S. Open at Pebble, 
three shots behind.
The courses are familiar. 
Woods is familiar with win-
ning majors.
But it’s not that simple.
Woods was 24 when he 
won the U.S. Open at Peb-
ble, and 26 when we won at 
Bethpage Black. Now he’s 
43. As dynamic as this Mas-
ters was for Woods, it was 
hard work and he needed 
help — from Molinari on the 
12th and 15th holes, from a 
couple of good bounces 
out of the trees. That’s not 
unusual. Every major cham-
pion needs a break or two.
“We’re on 14 and I said, 
‘Let’s get to 15.’ You can’t 
be on 14 and thinking 
about 18,” LaCava said. 
“But now we can start talk-
ing about 16. So we’re get-
ting closer.”
Nicklaus can only watch 
and admire, which he has 
done all along. And part of 
him is cheering.
“I don’t ever pull against 
anybody,” Nicklaus said. 
“Nobody wants their re-
cord to be broken. But I 
certainly wouldn’t want Ti-
ger to be hurt and not to 
be able to do it. Of course, 
he is now pretty healthy 
and playing well. I wish him 
well, I always wish the guys 
well and I want them to 
play their best.” q

Tiger a major champion again, and race to Nicklaus back on

Tiger Woods smiles as he wears his green jacket after winning the Masters golf tournament Sunday, 
April 14, 2019, in Augusta, Ga.

Associated Press

Dakar Rally moves from South 
America to Saudi Arabia

In this Jan. 16, 2019 photo, competitors ride their motorbikes 
across the dunes during stage nine of the Dakar Rally in Pisco, 
Peru.

Associated Press
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By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer
BOSTON (AP) — Two-time 
Boston Marathon cham-
pion Lelisa Desisa turned 
onto Boylston Street with a 
sliver of a lead, leaning in 
front of two other runners 
with the finish line in sight.
Unfortunately for him, one 
of them was the fastest 
man in the field.
Lawrence Cherono need-
ed every bit of his speed 
to outkick Desisa in a sprint 
to the tape on Monday, 
passing him just steps away 
from the finish line to win 
the 123rd Boston Marathon 
in 2 hours, 7 minutes 57 sec-
onds.
Desisa, who won in 2015 
and 2013, the year the race 
was overshadowed by a 
bombing at the finish line, 
eased up after realizing he 
was beaten and finished 
2 seconds back. Kenneth 
Kipkemoi was third, anoth-
er 8 seconds behind, one 
of seven Kenyans in the top 
10.
“It was no man’s race to 
win,” said Cherono, who 
had won in Seville, Prague, 
Honolulu and twice in Am-
sterdam but never in a 
major marathon before. “I 
kept on focusing. And at 
the end, I was the winner. 
I’m so grateful, so happy.”
Worknesh Degefa broke 
away from defending 
champion Des Linden and 
the rest of the women’s 
pack in the Framingham 
flats and ran alone for the 
last 20 miles to claim the 
$150,000 first prize and a 
gilded olive wreath from 
Marathon, Greece.
The 28-year-old Ethiopian, 
who set a national record 
while finishing second 
in Dubai less than three 
months ago, won in 2:23:31. 
Kenya’s Edna Kiplagat was 
second, reducing a gap of 
more than two minutes to 
42 seconds at the finish.

American Jordan Hasay 
was third and Linden was 
fifth. “Seeing Degefa go 

out — you know her abil-
ity, you know what she’s 
done and you wonder how 
it translates to this course,” 
Linden said. “But when she 
starts putting down those 
super quick miles, you say 
‘All right, this is her race 
to lose.’ She becomes 
the outlier and you let her 
just go and hope that she 
might come back.”
She didn’t.
Instead, she became the 
eighth Ethiopian woman to 
win the race and the third 
in seven years. A half mar-
athon specialist, Degefa 
had never seen the Boston 
course before Monday.
“Last year, I watched all 
the marathon coverage,” 
she said. “I kept that in my 
mind.”

One year after an icy rain 
and a near-gale headwind 
resulted in the slowest win-

ning times in four decades, 
race organizers again pre-
pared for the foul New 
England weather. But over-
night thunderstorms moved 
on before the runners left 
Hopkinton; the sun even 
made an appearance 
about halfway through.
Linden took advantage of 
last year’s storm to splash 
her way to the first win for 
an American woman since 
1985. But with conditions 
back to normal, so were 
the results: East Africans 
from Kenya and Ethiopia 
dominating the podiums. 
At the 30K mark the lead 
pack was still close to a 
dozen and included three 
of the last four champions: 
Desisa, 2016 winner Geof-
frey Kirui and ‘17 champ 

Lemi Berhanu Hayle. “I was 
afraid of the guy who won 
two years ago. After he 

dropped out, I decided to 
win,” said Desisa, who did 
not finish in either of the last 
two years. “I tried at the 
last, I saw (Cherono) sud-
denly, then I couldn’t con-
trol the pace.”
A field of 30,000 runners 
followed the elites, ditch-
ing their trash bags and 
ponchos on the Hopkin-
ton Green before embark-
ing on the 26.2-mile trek 
from Hopkinton to Copley 
Square. It’s the first time the 
race has been run on April 
15 since the 2013 attacks; 
officials held a ceremony 
at 2:49 p.m. to honor those 
killed and maimed by the 
two pressure cooker bombs 
that exploded near the fin-
ish line. Daniel Romanchuk, 
20, became the youngest-

ever men’s wheelchair 
champion in Boston, finish-
ing in 1:21:36 for the fastest 

time ever for an American. 
Manuela Schar won the 
women’s wheelchair race 
for the second time, add-
ing it to her titles in in Ber-
lin, Chicago, New York and 
Tokyo. If she wins in London 
in two weeks, she will have 
swept the World Marathon 
Major series.
“I was just really happy 
that the weather turned 
out to be actually really 
nice,” said Schar, who set 
a course record in 2017. 
“When we drove to that 
starting line, it looked re-
ally really bad and I was 
worried because last year 
was still in our heads, and 
I had a really bad expe-
rience last year. Today I 
would say (was) unfinished 
business.”q

Kenya’s Cherono wins men’s Boston Marathon in sprint to tape

Lawrence Cherono, of Kenya, hits the tape to win the 123rd Boston Marathon in front of Lelisa Desisa, of Ethiopia, right, on Monday, 
April 15, 2019, in Boston. 
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By The Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
German Marquez pitched 
a one-hitter, nicked only by 
Evan Longoria’s single with 
one out in the eighth inning, 
and the Colorado Rockies 
ended an eight-game los-
ing streak by beating the 
San Francisco Giants 4-0 
Sunday.
Marquez (2-1) struck out 
nine and walked none 
while throwing 105 pitches 
in the first complete game 
in the majors this season. It 
was the first-ever complete 
game for Marquez in 156 
pro starts, including 69 in 
the big leagues.
Marquez had allowed just 
one runner, hitting Kevin 
Pillar with a pitch to begin 
the sixth inning, and was 
in complete control head-
ing into the eighth. Bran-
don Crawford opened the 
eighth with a hard, one-
hopper that deflected off 
third baseman Nolan Are-
nado’s glove. Arenado 
quickly grabbed the ball 
out of the air and zipped a 
throw to retire Crawford.
Longoria followed with a 
grounder in the hole, just 
beyond Arenado’s dive. 
The Gold Glover took off his 
mitt and slammed it to the 
ground, shouting in frustra-
tion that the no-hit bid had 
been broken up.
Arenado hit a three-run 
homer, his first this season. 
The four-time Silver Slugger 
entered the day batting 
.246 with six RBIs.
Derek Holland (1-2) al-
lowed four runs on six hits in 
six innings.
PHILLIES 3, MARLINS 1, 14 
INNINGS
MIAMI (AP) — Jean Segu-
ra’s two-run homer to left in 
the 14th inning put Philadel-
phia on top, and the Phillies 
beat Miami in the longest 
game of the young season 
for either team.
Andrew McCutchen tripled 
to the wall in left-center, 
and Segura followed with 
his first home run of the sea-
son. Cesar Hernandez also 
got his first homer of the 
season for the Phillies. Brian 
Anderson hit his second for 
Miami.
Wei-Yin Chen (0-1) came 
on to pitch the 14th, was 
charged with both runs and 
his ERA actually dipped 

from 24.75 to 23.40. 
Chen — the highest-paid 
Marlins player this season, 
making $20 million — has 
allowed 12 runs over three 
innings of relief in his last 
two appearances.
Miami batters struck out 18 
times, tied for the fourth-
most in franchise history. 
Victor Arano (1-0) pitched 
the 12th and 13th for Phila-
delphia, getting all six outs 
by strikeout. 
Jose Alvarez worked the 
14th, gave up a leadoff sin-
gle but finished out his first 
save.
DODGERS 7, BREWERS 1
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ross 
Stripling tossed eight strong 
innings to rescue an over-
worked bullpen, Joc Ped-
erson and Alex Verdugo 
homered, and Los Angeles 
routed Milwaukee to snap 
a six-game skid.
The Dodgers avoided 
back-to-back sweeps, 
something they haven’t 
had since 2017 when they 
last dropped seven games 
in a row.
Stripling (1-1) earned his first 
win in his fourth start of the 
season. 
 The right-hander didn’t re-
cord his first strikeout until 

the sixth inning and instead 
retired 14 of his first 17 bat-
ters on flyouts or grounders.
The Dodgers jumped on 
Jhoulys Chacin (2-2) in the 
first inning, taking a 2-0 lead 
on a two-out RBI single by 
Verdugo.
BRAVES 7, METS 3
ATLANTA (AP) — Julio Te-
heran outpitched Jacob 
deGrom, Josh Donaldson 
and Nick Markakis hom-
ered, and Atlanta beat 
New York.
Teheran gave up one run 
and six hits in six innings.
It was a second straight 
losing performance for de-
Grom, who has allowed 
five homers in his last two 
starts. The reigning NL Cy 
Young Award winner gave 
up 10 homers all of last sea-
son.
Markakis went deep in the 
second and Donaldson 
added another solo shot 
in the fifth as the Braves 
won for the fifth time in their 
last seven games. Charlie 
Culberson’s two-run drive 
made it 5-1 in the sixth. It 
was Culberson’s fifth career 
pinch-hit homer.
J.D. Davis’ third homer 
gave the Mets a 1-0 lead in 
the second. New York got 

RBI singles by Amed Rosa-
rio and Keon Broxton in the 
eighth.
DeGrom struck out nine, 
but allowed three runs and 
issued four walks.
CARDINALS 9, REDS 5
MONTERREY, Mexico (AP) 
— Marcell Ozuna hit two 
home runs and Matt Car-
penter connected for a 
tiebreaking drive in the 
seventh inning that sent St. 
Louis over Cincinnati for a 
split of their two-game se-
ries in Mexico.
Tyler O’Neill also homered 
for St. Louis. Yasiel Puig hit 
his first home run for the 
Reds and Jesse Winker hit 
his second in two days at 
Estadio de Beisbol de Mon-
terrey.
The Cardinals saluted the 
fans after the win and gave 
away their hats. The Hous-
ton Astros and Los Angeles 
Angels will play twice at 
this stadium in early May 
— Major League Baseball 
has committed to bring 
regular-season games to 
Mexico until 2021.
It was 4-all when Carpenter 
opened the seventh with 
his second home run of the 
season, tagging Amir Gar-
rett (1-1). Ozuna hit a solo 

homer off Jared Hughes 
and Jose Martinez capped 
the five-run inning with a 
two-run single that made it 
9-4. Jordan Hicks closed for 
this third save. John Gant 
(3-0) pitched a scoreless in-
ning.
PIRATES 4, NATIONALS 3
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rook-
ie Jason Martin hit a tie-
breaking double in the top 
of the ninth inning against 
Washington’s shaky bull-
pen, then Felipe Vázquez 
escaped a bases-loaded 
jam Pittsburgh a win.
The Pirates took two of 
three and won a series at 
Nationals Park for the first 
time since 2013. Josh Bell 
drew a leadoff walk in the 
ninth from Wander Suero 
(1-1) and moved to second 
on Colin Moran’s grounder. 
With two outs, Martin hit a 
ground-rule double to left 
for his second major league 
RBI.
The Nationals loaded the 
bases in the bottom half on 
a single, walk and Adam 
Eaton’s bunt single with 
one out. Vázquez (1-0) 
struck out Howie Kendrick 
and retired Anthony Ren-
don on a flyball to end it.
Washington starter Max 
Scherzer allowed three runs 
and seven hits while work-
ing a season-high eight in-
nings. He struck out seven.
DIAMONDBACKS 8, PADRES 
4
PHOENIX (AP) — Zack Gre-
inke pitched seven strong 
innings and helped himself 
with two hits, pinch-hitter 
David Peralta connected 
for a three-run homer and 
Arizona beat San Diego 
to stop a four-game losing 
streak.
Greinke (2-1) allowed two 
runs and four hits with six 
strikeouts. He won despite 
surrendering his seventh 
and eighth home runs of 
the season. Ketel Marte 
and Christian Walker also 
homered for the Diamond-
backs.
Manuel Margot led off the 
game with a home run and 
Fernando Tatis Jr. also con-
nected for NL West-leading 
San Diego. 
The Padres had won four 
in a row. San Diego starter 
Eric Lauer (2-2) gave up 
three runs on eight hits over 
five innings.q

Marquez throws 1-hitter, Rockies top SF 4-0, end 8-game skid

Colorado Rockies pitcher German Marquez throws against the San Francisco Giants during the 
seventh inning of a baseball game in San Francisco, Sunday, April 14, 2019. 
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By The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — David 
Price pitched seven stellar 
innings with seven strike-
outs, Xander Bogaerts hit a 
three-run homer and drove 
in every run, and Boston 
beat Baltimore.
Boston’s big starting four-
some of Price, Chris Sale, 
Rick Porcello and Nathan 
Eovaldi entered Sunday 0-7 
with an 8.43 ERA in 11 starts. 
Price (1-1) responded with 
clearly their best outing, 
mixing his mid-90s fastball 
with a sharp changeup and 
cutter to allow just three hits 
without issuing a walk.
Baltimore’s Chris Davis went 
0 for 4 with two strikeouts a 
day after ending his record 
0-for-54 stretch.
Ryan Brasier escaped a 
jam in the eighth, and Matt 
Barnes worked the ninth, 
closing out the combined 
five-hitter.
John Means (1-2) gave up 
a run and four hits in five 
innings, striking out three 
and walking one in just his 
second big league start. 
He made his first career ap-
pearance in Fenway Park 
last Sept. 26, allowing five 
runs over 3 1/3 innings.
WHITE SOX 5, YANKEES 2
NEW YORK (AP) — Tim An-
derson hit his first career 
grand slam and Carlos 
Rodón pitched Chicago 
over scuffling New York.
José Abreu nearly had a 
grand slam as well — to al-
most the same spot in the 
ballpark — but settled for 
a sacrifice fly when right 
fielder Aaron Judge made 
a jumping catch in front 
of the wall. Held to one hit 
Saturday in a 4-0 loss, Chi-
cago chased Masahiro 

Tanaka (1-1) with nobody 
out in the fifth and won 
for only the second time in 
eight games.
Yoan Moncada had three 
hits and a walk for the 
White Sox (5-9), who stole 
five bases in the last five in-
nings — several of them un-
contested. Chicago won 
two of three to take con-
secutive series in the Bronx 
for the first time since 2002-
03. Before last August, the 
White Sox hadn’t captured 
a series at Yankee Stadium 
since 2005.
Rodón (2-2) allowed three 
hits in six innings and struck 
out five, improving to 3-0 in 
three starts at Yankee Sta-
dium. Four relievers finished 
a four-hitter, with Alex Colo-
mé getting three quick outs 
for his third save.
ROYALS 9, INDIANS 8
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Pinch-runner extraordinaire 
Terrance Gore stole a base 
and then scored on Hunter 
Dozier’s single in the ninth 
inning, lifting Kansas City 
over Cleveland to com-
plete a three-game sweep 
of the AL Central favorites.
Ryan O’Hearn led off the 
ninth with a walk against 
Brad Hand (0-1) and was 
replaced by Gore. The 
speedster swiped second 
and advanced to third on 
a throwing error by catcher 
Roberto Perez. Dozier then 
singled to left for Kansas 
City’s first walk-off win of 
the season.
The Royals roughed up 
two-time Cy Young Award 
winner Corey Kluber, who 
allowed 11 of his 18 batters 
to reach base safely. He 
gave up six runs, six hits and 
a career-most five walks in 

just 2 2/3 innings. The five 
walks doubled Kluber’s 
season total — he didn’t 
walk more than three bat-
ters in any game in 2018.
Wily Peralta (1-1) pitched 
the top of the ninth.
ASTROS 3, MARINERS 2
SEATTLE (AP) — Gerrit Cole 
struck out 11 in six innings, 
Aledmys Diaz homered 
and Houston completed a 
three-game sweep of Se-
attle.
Cole (1-2) gave up two 
runs on four hits, including a 
leadoff home run to Mitch 
Haniger, and did not walk 
a batter. Cole has pitched 
at least six innings in each 
of his four starts.
Haniger’s homer, his fifth, 
extended the Mariners’ 
major league record streak 
of 18 games with a home 
run to start the season. 
Brandon Brennan (1-1) 
ended his season-opening 
scoreless streak at 11 1/3 in-
nings.
Hector Rondon, Ryan Press-
ly and Roberto Osuna each 
pitched a perfect inning in 
relief for Houston, with Osu-
na working the ninth for his 

seventh save.
RAYS 8, BLUE JAYS 4
TORONTO (AP) — Pinch-hit-
ter Guillermo Heredia hom-
ered to cap a five-run burst 
in the eighth inning and 
Tampa Bay beat Toronto 
for its fifth straight series vic-
tory to start the season.
Tampa Bay improved to 
12-4 and matched the 2010 
team for the best 16-game 
start in club history. The Blue 
Jays have lost seven of nine 
and haven’t won a series 
this year.
Blue Jays reliever Thomas 
Pannone became the 
89th different pitcher in big 
league history to strike out 
the side on nine pitches. He 
fanned a swinging Avisail 
Garcia, then got Brandon 
Lowe and Daniel Robertson 
looking in the fifth.
Adam Kolarek (1-0) 
pitched one inning for the 
victory. Marcus Stroman (0-
3) allowed three runs, none 
earned, in four innings. He 
walked four and struck out 
five.
TWINS 6, TIGERS 4
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Jose 
Berrios (2-1) pitched into 

the seventh inning for his 
first win since opening day, 
Trevor Hildenberger struck 
out two with the bases 
loaded for his first save and 
Minnesota beat Detroit 
to complete a two-game 
sweep.
C.J. Cron homered and 
drove in three, and Eddie 
Rosario was a triple short of 
the cycle for the Twins, who 
have won three of four.
In his shortest outing of the 
season, Jordan Zimmer-
mann (0-2) lasted three 
innings and allowed five 
runs and eight hits with one 
strikeout.
RANGERS 8, ATHLETICS 7
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Danny Santana had a two-
run, pinch-hit triple and 
scored the go-ahead run 
on Delino DeShields’ bunt 
single during a four-run 
eighth inning, lifting Texas 
over Oakland.
Jeffrey Springs (2-0) pitched 
a scoreless eighth, and José 
Leclerc struck out three in 
the ninth for his third save.
Joakim Soria (0-2) got one 
out in the eighth and was 
charged with four runs.q

Price and Bogaerts 
carry Red Sox 
past Orioles 4-0

Boston Red Sox’s Xander Bogaerts looks back at the dugout as he rounds first base on his three-
run home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles in Boston, 
Sunday, April 14, 2019. 
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“Most of the senior posi-
tions are occupied by 
white men, and that’s 
something that affects 
the game,” he said. “It af-
fects who’s on the teams, 
it affects how they’re per-
ceived in the community.

“Young people are at-
tuned to it, and if they’re 
deciding to play a sport, 
and they see not very 
many people who look 
like them in Major League 
Baseball ... they’re going 
to choose the other sports. 
And that’s going to impact 
how many players are 

playing as well as all the 
other data in the report.” 
The report relied primarily 
on data as of Dec. 31 that 
was collected by the MLB 
central office and provid-
ed to TIDES researchers. 
The league’s central office 
received an A-plus for ra-
cial hiring and a C for gen-
der hiring for the second 
straight year, though their 

scores dipped slightly.  The 
league also received an 
overall A-plus for what the 
report called “impressive” 
diversity initiatives. Teams 
received a B for racial hir-
ing in senior administra-
tion and a B-plus among 
professional administra-
tion levels. Those grades 
were lower for gender hir-
ing, with women making 

up 28.6% of team senior 
administration positions 
(earning a C-minus) and 
26% of professional admin-
istration positions (earning 
a D-plus). The Boston Red 
Sox led the league with 10 
women in vice president 
positions or higher, while 
the San Francisco Giants 
were next with eight, ac-
cording to the study.q
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By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The 
Philadelphia Flyers have 
hired Alain Vigneault as 
head coach, hoping the 
veteran can help lead 
them to their first Stanley 
Cup since 1975.
Vigneault has led the New 
York Rangers and Vancou-
ver Canucks to the Stanley 
Cup Final and takes over 
a Flyers team that missed 
the playoffs for the sec-
ond time in three seasons. 
Flyers general manager 
Chuck Fletcher made his 
first big move since he 
was hired in November af-
ter Ron Hextall was fired. 
Fletcher fired coach Dave 
Hakstol a month later and 
replaced him with interim 

coach Scott Gordon. Vi-
gneault gets a chance to 
lead a third team to the 
Stanley Cup Final. “The his-

tory they have established 
and the passionate fan 
base has made this a first-
class franchise. I am excit-

ed to work with Chuck, the 
talented group of players, 
and the prospects coming 
up through the system in 
order to return Philadelphia 
to the top of the NHL land-
scape,” Vigneault said.
The Flyers went 37-37-8 for 
82 points this season and 
haven’t reached the sec-
ond round of the playoffs 
since 2012. Gordon was 
25-22-4 over 51 games and 
was offered a chance to 
return to coach the Flyers’ 
AHL team in Lehigh Valley.
The Flyers last played in the 
Stanley Cup Final in 2010.
The Rangers made the 
playoffs in four of Vi-
gneault’s five seasons as 
coach, including a 2014 
trip to the Stanley Cup Fi-
nal. They went 226-147-37 

in the regular season under 
Vigneault, who is third in 
regular-season and play-
off wins in franchise history. 
Vigneault, who turns 58 in 
May, has coached 16 NHL 
seasons for the Montreal 
Canadiens, Canucks and 
Rangers. His team made 
the playoffs 11 times, and 
he took Vancouver to the 
2011 Cup Final. He was 
named NHL coach of the 
year in 2006-2007 with Van-
couver.
“He brings a tremendous 
amount of success over an 
extended period of time 
that will prove valuable to 
our team to take the next 
steps in returning the win-
ning culture to the Philadel-
phia Flyers organization,” 
Fletcher said. q

By The Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
The Columbus Blue Jackets 
extended their postsea-
son mastery of the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, beating the 
NHL’s best team 3-1 on Sun-
day night and moving to 
within a game of sweeping 
the playoff series.
Matt Duchene, Oliver Bjork-
strand and Cam Atkinson 
scored, and Sergei Bo-
brovsky fended off a des-
perate third-period charge 
to finish with 30 saves for 
the Blue Jackets, who took 
a 3-0 lead in the best-of-
seven, first-round series. Co-
lumbus will try to win a play-
off series for the first time in 
franchise history in Game 4 
at home Tuesday night.
Without their top scorer, the 
suspended Nikita Kucherov, 
and injured defenseman 
Victor Hedman, the Light-
ning, who won a league-
best 62 games in the regu-
lar season, couldn’t find 
any momentum until late in 
the final period, and then 
Bobrovsky rose to the chal-
lenge. Ondrej Palat scored 
for Tampa Bay.
Columbus has command-
ed the series since they fell 
behind 3-0 in the opening 
period of Game 1, only to 
rally to win that one 4-3. 
They beat the Lightning 5-1 
in Game 2, and solidly out-
played them for all but a 
few minutes on Sunday.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 6, SHARKS 
3
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Mark 
Stone had three goals and 
two assists, and Vegas beat 
San Jose to take a 2-1 lead 
in its first-round playoff se-
ries.
Paul Stastny collected two 
goals and three assists as 
Vegas captured another 
high-scoring matchup with 

San Jose. Max Pacioretty 
had a goal and an assist, 
defenseman Shea Theo-
dore had three assists and 
Marc-Andre Fleury made 
25 saves.
The Golden Knights and 
Sharks scored 15 times 
while splitting the first two 
games in San Jose. Game 4 
of the best-of-seven series is 
Tuesday night in Las Vegas.

Kevin Labanc, Logan Cou-
ture and Tim Meier scored 
for San Jose, and Martin 
Jones stopped 34 shots.
JETS 6, BLUES 3
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Kyle Con-
nor scored twice, Patrik 
Laine had a goal and an 
assist, and Winnipeg beat 
St. Louis to climb back into 
its playoff series.
Winnipeg dropped the first 

two games by one goal, 
but got back on track in St. 
Louis. Kevin Hayes, Brandon 
Tanev and Dustin Byfuglien 
also scored, and Connor 
Hellebuyck made 25 saves.
Game 4 of the best-of-sev-
en series is Tuesday night 
in St. Louis. David Perron, 
Vladimir Tarasenko and Al-
exander Steen scored for 
the Blues, and Jordan Bin-
nington made 23 stops.
ISLANDERS 4, PENGUINS 1
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Jordan 
Eberle scored for the third 
straight game, Robin Leh-
ner stopped 25 shots and 
New York stunned Pitts-
burgh to take a 3-0 lead in 
its best-of-seven, first-round 
playoffs series.
Brock Nelson added his 
second goal of the play-
offs, Leo Komarov scored 
the first postseason goal of 
his career and Anders Lee 
also scored for the Island-
ers, who have pushed the 
star-laden Penguins to the 
brink of elimination.
Garrett Wilson scored Pitts-
burgh’s lone goal, a first-
period deflection past Leh-
ner that gave the Penguins 
just their second lead of 
the series. Matt Murray fin-
ished with 32 saves for the 
Penguins, who need a win 
in Game 4 on Tuesday to 
avoid being swept for the 
first time since the 2013 
Eastern Conference finals 
against Boston.q

Blue Jackets beat Lightning 3-1, lead playoff series 3-0

Columbus Blue Jackets’ Cam Atkinson celebrates his goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning during 
the third period of Game 3 of an NHL hockey first-round playoff series, Sunday, April 14, 2019, in 
Columbus, Ohio. The Blue Jackets beat the Lightning 3-1.  
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Flyers hire Alain Vigneault as head coach

In this Nov. 2016, file photo, New York Rangers head coach Alain 
Vigneault, top, gives instructions in the third period of an NHL 
hockey game against the Pittsburgh Penguins in Pittsburgh. 
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By The Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 24 
points and 17 rebounds 
in just 24 minutes, and the 
top-seeded Milwaukee 
Bucks showed they were 
serious about making a 
playoff run with a 121-86 
rout of the Detroit Pistons in 
Game 1 on Sunday night.
The MVP candidate ran 
and dunked all over the 
Pistons, who only really 
caught him when center 
Andre Drummond shoved 
him to the ground with both 
hands late in the third quar-
ter after Antetokounmpo 
grabbed an offensive re-
bound with Detroit trailing 
by 41 points.
Drummond was given a fla-
grant 2 foul and ejected. 
He threw a kiss to the Fiserv 
Forum crowd as he was es-
corted off the court.
Seven Bucks players scored 
in double figures. Eric Bled-
soe had 15 points, and 
Brook Lopez and Khris 
Middleton each added 
14. George Hill scored 16 
points off the bench.
Luke Kennard paced the 
Pistons with 21 points off the 
bench and Drummond had 
12 points and 12 rebounds. 
Reggie Jackson also had 
12 points. Detroit played 
without forward Blake Grif-
fin, who sat out with a left 
knee injury.
ROCKETS 122, JAZZ 90
HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden had 29 points and 
10 assists to help Houston 

rout Utah in the opener of 
a best-of-seven first-round 
playoff series.
The Rockets had a double-
digit lead for most of the 
game, but the Jazz got 
within five points midway 
through the third quarter 
before Houston used a big 
run to pull away and sail to 
the victory.
Houston’s starting lineup 
helped carry the scoring 
load on Sunday night, with 
each starter scoring at least 
10 points. Eric Gordon had 
17, Clint Capela scored 16, 
Chris Paul added 14 and 
P.J. Tucker had 11.
Rudy Gobert had 22 points 
and 12 rebounds to lead 
the Jazz. Donovan Mitchell 
had 19 points, but did not 
have an assist as the Jazz 
went long stretches without 
scoring.
Game 2 is Wednesday 
night in Houston.
TRAIL BLAZERS 104, THUN-
DER 99
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
Damian Lillard scored 30 
points and third-seeded 
Portland opened its playoff 
series against No. 6 Oklaho-
ma City with a victory.
Enes Kanter added 20 
points and a career play-
off-high 18 rebounds for the 
Blazers, who were making 
their sixth straight postsea-
son appearance. CJ Mc-
Collum added 24 points.
Russell Westbrook had 24 
points, 10 assists and 10 re-
bounds for his ninth career 
postseason triple-double. 

Paul George, who was a 
game-time decision be-
cause of a sore shoulder, 
added 26 points and 10 re-
bounds after a slow start.
CELTICS 84, PACERS 74
BOSTON (AP) — Kyrie Irving 
and Marcus Morris each 
scored 20 points, and Bos-
ton rallied in the second 
half to beat Indiana in 
Game 1 of their first-round 
playoff series.

Jayson Tatum finished with 
15 points. Al Horford added 
10 points and 11 rebounds, 
and Gordon Hayward had 
10 points. It was the first 
playoff game since 2017 
for Irving and Hayward af-
ter each missed last year’s 
postseason with injuries.
Game 2 is Wednesday 
night in Boston.
The Pacers led by 11 points 
in the first half but had just 

eight points in the third 
quarter. The Celtics capi-
talized and led by as many 
as 22 in the fourth. Indiana 
scored 29 points in the sec-
ond half, and the quarter 
and half were both its worst 
of the season.
Cory Joseph had 14 points 
for the Pacers. Bojan Bog-
danovic was the lone Pac-
ers starter in double figures 
with 12 points.q

Antetokounmpo, 
Bucks pound Pistons 
121-86 in opener

Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo drives to the basket against Detroit Pistons’ Reggie 
Jackson during the second half of Game 1 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Sunday, 
April 14, 2019, in Milwaukee. The Bucks won 121-86. 
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 Shapovalov’s clay-court campaign begins with 1st-round loss
By JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer
MONACO (AP) — Denis 
Shapovalov’s clay-court 
campaign got off to a 
poor start as he lost 5-7, 6-3, 
6-1 to Jan-Lennard Struff in 
the first round of the Monte 
Carlo Masters on Monday.
The 20-year-old Shapovalov 
arrived after a good run on 
hard courts at the Miami 
Open, where he lost to 
Roger Federer in the semi-
finals.
But the Monte Carlo clay 

got the better of the big-
hitting Canadian, seeded 
15th. The unseeded Ger-
man picked apart his serve, 
converting six of 16 break 
points.
Struff next faces Grigor 
Dimitrov of Bulgaria, who 
lost in the semifinals to Ra-
fael Nadal last year.
Nadal, the defending 
champion, starts his bid for 
a record-extending 12th 
title on Wednesday against 
fellow Spaniard Roberto 
Bautista Agut, who won 

3-6, 6-1, 6-1 against John 
Millman on Monday.
Top-ranked Novak Djokov-
ic faces unseeded Philipp 
Kohlschreiber in the second 
round on Tuesday. Djokov-
ic has won eight of their 10 
matches, but Kohlschreiber 
recently beat him at Indi-
an Wells. Also on Monday, 
10th-seeded Daniil Med-
vedev; No. 11 Marco Cec-
chinato; No. 13 Fabio Fog-
nini, and No. 16 David Gof-
fin advanced, but No. 12 
Nikoloz Basilashvili and No. 

17 Kyle Edmund went out. 
Medvedev did not face a 
break point in a 6-1, 6-1 win 
against Joao Sousa. Cec-
chinato, a French Open 
semifinalist last year, was 
leading 4-0 when Damir 
Dzumhur pulled out with an 
abdominal injury.
Goffin won 6-1, 6-4 against 
qualifier Guido Andreozzi, 
but Fognini had a tougher 
match.
The hot-tempered Ital-
ian player had the crowd 
on his side as he rallied to 

a 4-6, 7-5, 6-4 win against 
unseeded Russian Andrey 
Rublev.
Basilashvili lost 7-5, 3-6, 6-1 
to Hungarian Marton Fuc-
sovics and Edmund was 
beaten 4-6, 6-3, 6-1 by 
clay-court specialist Diego 
Schwartzman of Argentina.
Other unseeded first-
round winners Monday: 
Kohlschreiber; Radu Albot; 
Martin Klizan; Mikhail Ku-
kushkin; Lorenzo Sonego; 
Jaume Munar and Dusan 
Lajovic.q



social media sites to pay 
for linking to or offering up 
snippets of news articles.
___
HOW WILL IT AFFECT INTER-
NET PLATFORMS?
Some sites would be forced 
to license music or videos. 
If not, sites would have to 
make sure they don’t have 
unauthorized copyrighted 
material. Critics worry that 
could lead to costly auto-
matic filtering. And paying 
for links could create fur-
ther costs.
That could give tech gi-
ants an edge over smaller 
companies. Google said 
last year it spent more than 
$100 million on Content ID, 
its copyright management 
system for approved users 
on YouTube, where more 
than 400 hours of content 
is uploaded every minute. 
The figure includes both 
staffing and computing re-
sources.
___
HOW WILL IT SHAPE INTER-
NET CONTENT?
Critics say it could act as 
censorship and change in-
ternet culture.
They say the automatic fil-
ters are blunt instruments, 
deleting some material that 
should be allowed online. 
YouTube has warned of un-
intended consequences, 
saying that in cases where 
copyright is uncertain, it 
would have to block vid-
eos to avoid liability.
Some consumers worry that 
the new rules would bring 
an end to parodies and vi-
ral internet “memes” that 

have powered online cul-
ture and are often based 
on or inspired by existing 
songs or movies or other 
content. The EU denies this.
“The new law makes ev-
eryone a loser,” said Julia 
Reda, a lawmaker with the 
Pirate Party, which cam-
paigns for freedom of infor-
mation online. “Artists, au-
thors and small publishers 
will not get their fair remu-
neration and internet users 
will have to live with limited 
freedoms. Artistic diver-
sity has made the Internet 
colorful, but unfortunately 
the copyright directive will 
make the Internet duller.”
___
WILL IT HELP CONTENT CRE-
ATORS?
It depends on whom you 
ask. The music industry and 
other groups that collect 
royalties say the revamp 
will help give writers, artists 
and creators more protec-
tion of their rights and in-
comes, by requiring tech 
giants such as Apple, Face-
book and Google to pay 
them more for their work.
Some authors and art-
ists fear they won’t earn 
significantly more money 
but their creativity will be 
stifled. Google estimates 
it has paid out more than 
$3 billion to rights holders 
through its Content ID sys-
tem, which was created in 
2007.
___
HOW HAVE PEOPLE REACT-
ED?
Some high profile artists 
have spoken out in favor. 
Former Beatles member 
Paul McCartney wrote an 
open letter to EU lawmak-
ers encouraging them to 
adopt the new rules.
But many appear worried 
it will change the internet 
as we know it. More than 
5.2 million people signed 
an online petition against 
them. Internet luminaries 
such as Tim Berners-Lee, 
the inventor of the World 
Wide Web, and Wikipedia 
co-founder Jimmy Wales 
have spoken out against 
it. So has the former front-
man for the band Fugees, 
Wyclef Jean, who has said 
he is better off financially 
because fans can freely 
share his music on internet 
platforms.q
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By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer
LONDON (AP) — The Euro-
pean Union has approved 
a copyright overhaul that 
aims to give more protec-
tion to artists and news or-
ganizations but which crit-
ics say will stifle freedom of 
speech and online creativ-
ity and punish smaller web 
companies.
Artists, celebrities and tech 
experts have spoken out 
both in favor and against 
the EU directive, which the 
28 member states are re-
quired to adopt as law and 
got final approval from the 
European Council Mon-
day.
Here’s a look at key issues.
___
WHAT DOES THE DIRECTIVE 
SAY?
The most vigorously de-
bated part of the legisla-
tion is a section that makes 
companies responsible for 
making sure that copy-

righted material isn’t up-
loaded to their platforms 
without permission from the 
original creator. It puts the 
legal onus on platforms to 
prevent copyright infringe-
ment but critics say it will 

end up having a chilling ef-
fect on freedom of expres-
sion on the internet and 
could result in censorship.
Another section of the bill 
that caused concern re-
quires search engines and 

Europe looks to remold internet with new copyright rules

In this Saturday, March 23, 2019 file photo, people protest against the copyright bill, in Leipzig, 
Germany.

Associated Press
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By STAN CHOE 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Falling 
bank stocks pulled U.S. in-
dexes a touch lower on 
Monday, and the S&P 500 
was on track for just its third 
loss in the last three weeks.
Goldman Sachs dropped 
to one of the largest losses 
in the S&P 500 after saying 
it’s off to a “muted start to 
the year,” though its earn-
ings for the first quarter still 
beat analysts’ expecta-
tions. Citigroup also fell fol-
lowing its report, as banks 
lead off this quarter’s earn-
ings season.
Expectations are low for 
the market in general, and 
analysts are expecting S&P 
500 companies in upcom-
ing weeks to report the first 
drop in earnings in nearly 
three years.
Still, stocks have enjoyed a 
hot start to the year after 
the Federal Reserve said it 
may not raise interest rates 
at all in 2019, and the S&P 
500 remains just 0.9% below 
its record set in Septem-
ber. Other indexes are also 
close to their highs.
“I think we’re going to see 
equities continue to con-
found their critics and ad-
vance,” said Margie Patel, 
senior portfolio manager at 
Wells Fargo Asset Manage-
ment. She expects growth 
for both the economy and 
corporate earnings to re-
accelerate later this year, 
in large part because of the 
Federal Reserve’s pledge 
to hit pause on interest rate 
hikes. The move follows sev-

en increases in the last two 
years, including a final hike 
in December, that helped 
send the S&P 500 to a near-
ly 20% loss at one point.
“If you look through his-
tory, recessions have been 
precipitated by the Fed-
eral Reserve tightening and 
causing recessions — telling 
banks, ‘Don’t make loans’ 
and pulling out liquidity,” 
she said. “This time, they 
got right up to the brink, 
and when the market had 
that violent reaction in De-
cember, that made them 
rethink their approach.”
Optimism has also grown 
that the U.S. and China can 
resolve their trade dispute. 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Ste-

ven Mnuchin said Saturday 
that the world’s two largest 
economies were moving 
closer to an agreement.
Treasury yields, which tend 
to move in sync with ex-
pectations for the econo-
my, have generally risen in 
recent weeks.
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 was down 0.1%, as of 2 
p.m. Eastern time. It flipped 
from a small gain of 0.1% at 
the open to modest losses 
of as much as 0.4% through 
the morning.
The Dow Jones industrial av-
erage fell 19 points, or 0.1%, 
to 26,393, and the Nasdaq 
composite lost 0.3%.
BANKING ON MORE: Gold-
man Sachs reported stron-

ger profit for the first quarter 
than Wall Street expected, 
but lighter trading activity 
during the first three months 
of the year meant that its 
revenue fell short of ana-
lysts’ estimates. Its shares 
fell 2.9%.
Citigroup also reported 
stronger profit for the first 
three months than analysts 
expected, but its stock was 
flat.
SHORT SHRIFT: Alliance Data 
Systems sank to the larg-
est loss in the S&P 500 after 
it agreed to sell its Epsilon 
business to Publicis Groupe 
for $4.4 billion in cash. That 
price tag was $1 billion less 
than what analysts at BMO 
Capital Markets valued the 

Epsilon business at.
Alliance Data Systems lost 
8.3%.
HAULING: Waste Manage-
ment jumped to one the 
biggest gains in the S&P 
500 after it said it would buy 
its smaller rival, Advanced 
Disposal, for $3 billion. It will 
also assume $1.9 billion of 
debt in the deal.
TRADE WATCH: Speaking 
on the sidelines of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
and World Bank spring 
meetings, Mnuchin said the 
U.S. and China held phone 
discussions last week. He 
wasn’t sure if more face to 
face meetings would be 
needed. Mnuchin didn’t 
give a timeframe for when 
negotiations might be 
wrapped up.
Mnuchin added that the 
proposed agreement has 
seven chapters and will al-
low both countries to set 
up enforcement offices to 
make sure the deal is fol-
lowed. Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Lu Kang 
said Thursday that the dis-
cussions were “moving for-
ward” and “new substan-
tial progress” was made.
MARKETS ABROAD: Asian 
markets were mixed, with 
the Nikkei 225 in Tokyo 
jumping 1.4%, South Ko-
rea’s Kospi gaining 0.4% 
and the Hang Seng in Hong 
Kong losing 0.3%.
European markets were list-
less. The FTSE 100 in London 
was virtually flat, and the 
French CAC 40 rose 0.1%, 
while Germany’s DAX was 
up 0.2%.q

S&P 500 dips, on pace for just its third loss in 3 weeks

People walk past an electronic board showing Hong Kong share index outside a local bank in 
Hong Kong, Monday, April 15, 2019.

Associated Press
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Mother Goose & Grimm

Baby Blues

Zits

Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Halley Time Travel

HEALTH

San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Hospital 
527 4000

Imsan- San Nicolas
524 8833

Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448

Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

CRUISES

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

April 17
Monarch 
Freedom of the seas
Freewinds

Oranjestad: 
Centraal Tel. 585 8077
San Nicolas:
Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

Call: 630 1307  
 johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 

IMSAN 24 Hours

For Sale By Owner: 
Casa del Mar 
2 Bedroom/2 Bath
7/1308($18,000);
7&8/1408($18,000/Wk.); 
8/1113 ($17,000);
8/1409($17,000); 
9/1218($15,000);
10/1207($15,000); 
11&12/1419($13,000/Wk.);
13/1509($13,000);
14/1308($13,000);and,
15/1217($10,000).
(earlier weeks available)
CdMOwner@gmail.com 
u.s. (860) 992-3890
_________________________________210950

For Sale:
Divi Links Golf
1 Br WK 6 20 wk remaining
$9000. or BO
email:
dorseysports@gmail.com
________________________________210932

Marriott Ocean Club 
platinum season 
1 Br Ocean View $ 12 K 
2 Br Ocean View $ 18 K 
2 Br Ocean Front $ 27 K

Marriott Ocean Club
Gold season 
1 Br Ocean View $6 K
2 Br Ocean View $8,5 K
2 Br Ocean Front $10 K

Marriott Surf Club 
platinum season 
2 Br Garden View $15 K
2 Br Ocean   View $17 K
2 Br Ocean  side   $18 K
2 Br Ocean Front   $27 K 
3 Br Ocean View   $27 K

Marriott Surf Club 
Gold season
2 Br Garden View $ 6 K
2 Br Ocean View  $ 8  K
2 Br Ocean side   $ 9 K 
3 Br Ocean View  $13 K

Divi Village 
Building C 
2 WK # 13 
3rd floor with 28 /8 can be 
accelerated
$10K
1 Br WK #14
1st floor 16 weeks remain 
$7,5 K

Dutch village 
studio wk # 12 & 13 
ground floor pool and Ocean 
view 
35 weeks remain $ 20 K both 
weeks 

Divi Links Golf 
1 Br WK # 12 &13 
building B10
35 weeks remain  $ 9 K each  

Renaissance Suites 
1 Br Wk # 15 
3rd floor
Harbor / Ocean view 
$7000
CpV resorts 
Biulding a
1 Br wk 13 & 14 

Costa Linda Beach Resort
on eagle beach.
2Br/WK#16 
Ground floor light house side 
view.
The royal fam choice..
perpetuity member ship..
iiexchange worldwide.
only us$10,000

Associated Press
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) — 
Months after it flew as far 
away as Turkey’s border 
with Syria, a griffon vul-
ture from Serbia has come 
home.
The one-year-old female 
bird named Dobrila from 
the central Serbian nature 
reserve of Uvac was flown 
home Friday in a joint effort 
by Serbia and Turkey.
It is not clear why Dobrila 
wandered so far away but 
officials say she was ap-
parently unable to come 
back home.
There are about 500 grif-
fon vultures in the Uvac re-
serve. The birds are consid-
ered a protected species 
in Serbia.
“This is a very important 
moment for us,” said Ser-
bian Environment Minister 
Goran Trivan.  “The most 
important thing is that she 
is well.”
Turkey’s ambassador in 
Serbia Tanju Bilgic ex-
plained that Turkish soldiers 
first found Dobrila in late-
2018 near the Syrian bor-
der when it was treated by 
veterinarians and set free.
But, he said, shepherds 
soon after found the bird 
suffering from cold, some 
120 kilometers (72 miles) 
away, when it became 
clear it was unable to fly 
back.
“I am very happy to wit-
ness that our operation has 
been very successful,” he 
said.q

Serbia griffon 
vulture flown 
back home 
from Turkey



torically has concentrated 
Pacific cod and walleye 
pollock in the southeastern 
Bering Sea.
“It tends to extend from the 
Russian side to the north-
west,” said Lyle Britt, a fisher-
ies biologist for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. “It kind of 
comes down almost like a 
little hockey stick shape ... 
through the center of the 
southeast Bering Sea.”
However, when Britt and 
other NOAA researchers 
last year conducted annu-
al fish and ocean condition 
surveys, they got a big sur-
prise: For the first time in 37 
years, they found no cold 
pool.
Researchers found high 
concentrations of Pacific 
cod and walleye pollock 
in the northern Bering Sea. 
But the species that was 
supposed to be there, Arc-
tic cod, was hardly found.
More than half the fish 
landed in U.S. waters come 
from the North Pacific, and 
most are caught in the Ber-
ing Sea. 
Chad See, executive direc-
tor of the Freezer Longline 
Coalition, a trade associa-
tion of vessels that target 
Pacific cod using baited 
lines, said members caught 
their quota last year but 
had to travel farther north.
“Does that mean that the 

stock is declining, is suffer-
ing because of the warm-
ing temperatures? Or is it 
that they’ve moved north 
and it’s still a vibrant fish-
ery?” See said.
It’s too soon to conclude 
that atmosphere and 
ocean changes are due 
simply to climate change, 
said NOAA physical ocean-
ographer Phyllis Stabeno, 
who has studied the Bering 
Sea for more than 30 years. 
The southern Bering Sea 
since 2000 has undergone 
multi-year stanzas of low 
and extensive ice, she said.
When sea ice in November 
began forming as usual, 
she expected a bounce-
back this winter. Instead, 
warm winds in February 
mostly cleared the north-
ern Bering Sea of sea ice 
through the Bering Strait 
into the Chukchi Sea.
“We’re in winter,” she said. 
“This is all supposed to be 
frozen.”
Formation of the cold pool 
is again in doubt. It could 
return in the future, but 
temperatures are trending 
upward with the rate of 
greenhouse gases entering 
the atmosphere.
Scientists say figuring out 
the ocean physics is far less 
of a challenge than pro-
jecting the biological rami-
fications.
“We sort of opened up 

this whole Pandora’s box 
of not really knowing how 
the ecosystem as a whole 
is going to adjust to that,” 
Danielson said.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the National 
Park Service early last sum-
mer detected trouble. Resi-
dent called with reports of 
emaciated and dead sea-
birds.
Common murres, which 
can use up fat reserves 
and starve after three days 
without eating, fly hundreds 
miles to find fish schools 
or krill but were washing 
up dead on shore.  Fork-
tail storm petrels, fulmars, 
shearwaters, kittiwakes, 
auklets and puffins also 
died.
No one can say why. Sea-
bird experts wonder wheth-
er the presence of more 
pollock and Pacific cod, 
which have voracious ap-
petites and are far more ef-
ficient hunters of forage fish 
than seabirds, was a factor.
Dean Stockwell, a research 
associate professor at the 
University of Alaska Fair-
banks with a specialty in 
phytoplankton, said the 
ocean changes have the 
potential to affect plant life 
at the bottom of the food 
web but it’s too soon to 
know.
Of immediate concern is 
whether warmer water will 
allow harmful algae con-
taining toxins to stay viable 
long enough for shellfish to 
eat them and pass toxins 
to marine mammals and 
people. Toxins are being 
carried to the Arctic, Stock-
well said.
No one has connected the 
dots, said Britt, the NOAA 
fisheries biologist.
“At the moment, nobody’s 
sitting with in-hand a com-
prehensive research study 
that covers the birds and 
the mammals and the fish 
and the zooplankton all in 
one synthesized report,” he 
said, adding that it will take 
researchers more time to 
figure out what’s going on.
Meantime, Kotlik resident 
Keyes is researching cli-
mate change effects in 
her coastal village of 650 
as project coordinator for 
a team working under a 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
program.q
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By DAN JOLING 
Associated Press
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 
— The Yupik Eskimo village 
of Kotlik on Alaska’s north-
west coast relies on a cold, 
hard blanket of sea ice to 
protect homes from vicious 
winter Bering Sea storms.
Frigid north winds blow 
down from the Arctic 
Ocean, freeze saltwater 
and push sea ice south. 
The ice normally prevents 
waves from forming and 
locks onto beaches, wall-
ing off villages. But not this 
year.
In February, southwest 
winds brought warm air 
and turned thin sea ice 
into “snow cone ice” that 
melted or blew off. When 
a storm pounded Norton 
Sound, water on Feb. 12 
surged up the Yukon River 
and into Kotlik, flooding 
low-lying homes. 
Lifelong resident Philom-
ena Keyes, 37, awoke to 
knee-deep water outside 
her house.
“This is the first I experi-
enced in my life, a flood 
that happened in the win-
ter, in February,” Keyes said 
in a phone interview.
Winter storm surge flood-
ing is the latest indication 
that something’s off-kilter 
around the Bering Strait, 
the gateway from the Pa-
cific Ocean to the Arctic 
Ocean. Rapid, profound 
changes tied to high at-
mospheric temperatures, 
a direct result of climate 
change, may be reorder-
ing the region’s physical 
makeup. Ocean research-
ers are asking themselves 
if they’re witnessing the 
transformation of an eco-
system.
The Bering Sea last winter 
saw record-low sea ice. 
Climate models predicted 
less ice, but not this soon, 
said Seth Danielson, a 
physical oceanographer 

at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks.
“The projections were say-
ing we would’ve hit situa-
tions similar to what we saw 
last year, but not for anoth-
er 40 or 50 years,” Daniel-
son said.
Walruses and seals use sea 
ice to rest and give birth. 
Villagers use sea ice to hunt 
them. Sea ice is the prima-
ry habitat of polar bears. 
Algae that clings to the 
bottom of sea ice blooms 
in spring, dies and sinks, 
sending an infusion of food 
to clams, snails and sea 
worms on the ocean floor 
— the prey of gray whales, 
walruses and bearded 
seals.
Sea ice also affects com-
mercially valuable fish. Sea 
ice historically has created 
a Bering Sea “cold pool,” 
an east-west barrier of ex-
tremely cold, salty water 
at the bottom of the wide, 
shallow continental shelf. 
The wall of cold water his-

Pace of Bering Sea changes startles scientists

In this Feb. 12, 2019 photo provided by Philomena Keys, high water pushed up the Yukon River 
from the Bering Sea floods yards around homes in the western village of Kotlik, Alaska. 

Associated Press
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By JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press
“Saving Meghan” by D.J. 
Palmer (St. Martin’s Press).
A teenage girl seems to 
have an illness that doc-
tors cannot diagnose in 
D.J. Palmer’s psychological 
thriller.
Fourteen-year-old Meghan 
continues to show symp-
toms of some mysterious 
disease that has her con-
sistently dizzy, dehydrated, 
and losing weight. Her 
mother, Becky, demon-
strates signs of devotion to 
her daughter, but others 
wonder if she’s smothering 
Meghan.

Her father, Carl, has taken 
an opposite approach in 
caring for his little girl by 
being hands off to the 
point where some ques-
tion if he even cares about 
Meghan’s health. 
Meghan begins to question 
her sanity and her mortality 
while she watches her fam-
ily start to implode.
Is Meghan sick, or is some-
thing else going on? One 
doctor with potential ethics 
violations believes Meghan 
is suffering from a rare dis-
ease involving her mito-
chondria. 
Another doctor feels it’s all 
in her mind, and the con-

stant health issues stem 
from an overbearing moth-
er.
Legal and law enforce-
ment debate whether this 
is a classic Munchausen 
Syndrome by Proxy, a form 
of abuse where the per-
son supposed to care for 
the individual makes up or 
causes the condition. 
Becky says no, but Carl 
starts to believe other-
wise and begins to work 
to remove his wife from his 
daughter’s care. 
Becky has to prove her in-
nocence to keep her fam-
ily together and her daugh-
ter alive even though the 

evidence against her is 
overwhelming.
Palmer knows how to 
ratchet up the suspense 
and paranoia in “Sav-
ing Meghan” while keep-
ing the reader continually 
guessing to what is hap-
pening to Meghan. 
He also has the talent to 
create an emotional in-
vestment in the characters 
while also keeping the re-
pulsion factor of what’s be-
ing discussed low. 
The finale might not be 
a happy ending in the 
traditional sense, but 
it’s unpredictable and 
unforgettable.q

By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Aretha 
Franklin is still getting R-E-
S-P-E-C-T after death: The 
Queen of Soul received 
the Pulitzer Prize Special 
Citation honor Monday, 
becoming the first individ-
ual woman to earn a spe-
cial citation prize since the 
honor was first awarded in 
1930.
The Pulitzer board said the 
award was given to Frank-
lin for her indelible contribu-
tion to American music and 
culture for more than five 
decades.
Franklin died on Aug. 16 at 
her home in Detroit from 
pancreatic cancer at age 
76.
The superstar musician was 
the first woman inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame when she entered 
the prestigious organization 
in 1987.
The Pulitzer board most re-
cently awarded a special 
citation prize in 2010 to 
Hank Williams, the country 
music legend who died in 
1953. From the arts world, 
other recipients include 
Duke Ellington, Bob Dylan, 
John Coltrane, Theloni-
ous Monk, George Gersh-
win, Ray Bradbury, William 
Schuman, Milton Babbitt, 
Scott Joplin, Roger Sessions, 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II.
Franklin’s inclusion into the 
exclusive club re-confirms 
the impact her music — 

and voice — had and con-
tinues to have on the world.
Franklin became a cultural 
icon and genius of Ameri-
can song, considered by 
many to be the great-
est popular vocalist of her 
time. Her voice transcend-
ed age, category and her 
own life.
She was professional singer 
and accomplished pianist 
by her late teens and a 
superstar by her mid-20s. 
Raised in Detroit, she re-
corded hundreds of tracks 
and had dozens of hits over 
the span of a half century, 
including 20 that reached 
No. 1 on the R&amp;B 

charts.
But her reputation was 
defined by an extraordi-
nary run of Top 10 smash-
es in the late 1960s, from 
the morning-after bliss of 
“(You Make Me Feel Like) 
A Natural Woman,” to the 
wised-up “Chain of Fools” 
to her unstoppable call for 
“Respect,” transforming 
Otis Redding’s song into a 
classic worldwide anthem 
— especially for the femi-
nist and civil rights move-
ments — making it one of 
the most recognizable and 
heard songs of all-time.
She sold millions of albums 
and won countless awards, 

including 18 Grammys, the 
National Medal of Arts and 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the nation’s high-
est civilian honor.
Rolling Stone ranked Frank-
lin No.1 on its list of the Top 
100 singers and she was 
also named one of the 20 
most important entertain-
ers of the 20th century by 
Time magazine, which cel-
ebrated her “mezzo-sopra-
no, the gospel growls, the 
throaty howls, the girlish 
vocal tickles, the swoops, 
the dives, the blue-sky 
high notes, the blue-sea 
low notes. Female vocal-
ists don’t get the credit as 

innovators that male instru-
mentalists do. They should. 
Franklin has mastered her 
instrument as surely as John 
Coltrane mastered his sax.”
Franklin was born in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, though her 
family moved to Buffalo, 
New York, and then settled 
in Detroit. She grew up sing-
ing in the church alongside 
her father Rev. C.L. Franklin, 
a prominent Baptist minis-
ter who recorded dozens 
of albums of sermons and 
music. She joined him on 
tour and she released a 
gospel album in 1956. Four 
years later, she signed with 
Columbia Records and 
when her contract ran out 
in 1966, she joined Atlantic 
Records.
That’s when she blazed the 
pop and R&B charts with 
a string of hits, including 
“Respect,” ‘’I Say a Little 
Prayer,” ‘’Think,” ‘’Chain of 
Fools,” ‘’Day Dreaming,” 
‘’(Sweet Sweet Baby) Since 
You’ve Been Gone,” ‘’Rock 
Steady” and “Until You 
Come Back to Me (That’s 
What I’m Gonna Do).”
Her Grammy-winning al-
bum, “Amazing Grace,” is 
one of the seminal albums 
in not only Franklin’s dis-
cography, but the canon 
of American pop music. It is 
the basis for the recently re-
leased concert film “Amaz-
ing Grace,” filmed over two 
sessions in January 1972 at 
the New Temple Missionary 
Baptist Church in the Watts 
section of Los Angeles.q

Aretha Franklin makes history with posthumous Pulitzer win

In this Nov. 21, 2008 file photo, Aretha Franklin performs at the House of Blues in Los Angeles. 
Franklin is still getting R.E.S.P.E.C.T. after death: The Queen of Soul received the Pulitzer Prize Special 
Citation honor Monday, April 15, 2019.
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An undiagnosed illness haunts D.J. Palmer novel

This cover image released 
by St. Martin’s Press shows 
“Saving Meghan,” a novel by 
D.J. Palmer. 
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and position, observers say, 
an effort both demanded 
and compounded by an 
increasingly congested 
small-screen landscape 
and the expectations of 
the channel’s corporate 
owner since 2016, AT&T.
“I think they need a prestige 
show on this level to remain 
HBO,” Bill Carter, a media 
analyst for CNN and former 
reporter for The New York 
Times. But “more than ever, 
it’s really hard to find a hit 
show and to break through 
in this marketplace.”
The channel is well into the 
hunt for a worthy succes-
sor, with one possibility an 
untitled prequel to “Game 
of Thrones” created by 
Martin and Jane Goldman 
and starring Naomi Watts. 
Set to begin shooting a pi-
lot in June, it’s among sev-
eral potential “Thrones” spi-
noffs being weighed, with 
discussions at HBO about 
“how many is too many,” 
said programming chief 
Casey Bloys.
“We have high hopes” for 
the pilot, he said. 
“But I want to be clear, 
nobody is going into this 
thinking that we’re going 
to do a prequel and all of 
a sudden everybody who 
automatically watched 
‘Game of Thrones’ is going 
to watch this. ... It’ll have a 
different feel and different 
rhythm. We’re not trying to 
do the same show again.”
That begs the question of 
what more HBO has to of-
fer, he said. 

During a period in which 
“Game of Thrones” was off 
the air for scheduling rea-
sons, series including “West-
world,” ‘’Sharp Objects” 
and “Barry” proved strong 
draws, Bloys said.
“I’m not going to argue 
that we won’t miss ‘Game 
of Thrones.’ It’s been a fan-
tastic show for us, but life 
does go on,” he said. He 
points to a deep bench of 
returnees, including Nicole 
Kidman and Reese With-
erspoon’s “Big Little Lies,” 
and newcomers including 
the graphic novel-based 
“Watchmen” from “Lost” 
producer Damon Lindelof. 
One marquee series that’s 
also in its final season: the 
much-admired comedy 
“Veep,” with Julia Louis-
Dreyfus.
HBO, which launched in 
1972 and whose cachet 
has long justified the boast-
ful slogan, “It’s not TV. It’s 
HBO,” has reached this 
crossroads before. 
At the turn of the century, 
pop-culture sensations 
“The Sopranos” and “Sex 
and the City” boosted 
the channel’s visibility and 
subscribers and made it a 
serious player for prestige 
awards — including cable’s 
first-ever Emmys for best 
drama and comedy series. 
After the shows wrapped, 
the channel moved nimbly 
on with audience-pleasers 
including “Six Feet Under” 
and “True Blood.”
But that was then, and this 
is the time of streaming — 

or, in shorthand, Netflix, 
along with a growing host 
of others including Amazon 
and Hulu — and a shoul-
der-bumping rush for stars 
and showmakers to churn 
out more and more fare 
for outlets already awash in 
programming.
HBO, no longer a singular 
alternative to staid broad-
cast networks, also got new 
corporate ownership when 
AT&T bought its parent 
company, Time Warner. 
HBO recently saw the exit 
of its chief executive, Rich-
ard Plepler, who had been 
with the channel for nearly 
30 years and guided it to 
“Game of Thrones” glory.
With AT&T’s resources, HBO 
has stepped up production 
and will see a 50% increase 
in the number of original 
program hours this year, 
Bloys said, arguing that vol-
ume doesn’t preclude high 
quality: “There’s nothing in 
2019 that we’re putting on 
the air because we’re try-
ing to hit an hour count. ... 
We haven’t lowered any 
of our standards to reach 
a certain level of program-
ming” and there is no pres-
sure to do otherwise from 
WarnerMedia CEO John 
Stankey, he said.
Subscribers ultimately will 
decide whether they think 
the shows are what they 
want. 
But expanding the pipeline 
is unavoidable, said Tuna 
Amobi, a media and en-
tertainment analyst with in-
vestment firm CFRA.q
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By LYNN ELBER 
Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
the last drop — or gallon — 
of blood is shed and an ex-
ultant victor has ascended 
to the Iron Throne, view-
ers may be split over how 
HBO’s fantasy saga ended 
but they’ll be joined in de-
privation.
“What do you do without 
‘Game of Thrones?’” will be 
the lament heard after the 
May 19 finale, said media 

analyst Larry Gerbrandt. 
The question is even more 
critical to the pay-cable 
channel, which soared 
on dragon’s wings with its 
hugely popular, eight-sea-
son adaptation of George 
R.R. Martin’s novels.
Keeping subscribers on 
board means more than 
another hit, even one as 
globally dazzling as “Game 
of Thrones” proved to be. 
But it’s where HBO can 
start to protect its brand 

HBO looks beyond ‘Game of Thrones,’ maybe back to a prequel

This image released by HBO shows Lena Headey as Cersei Lannister in a scene from “Game of 
Thrones.” The final season premiers on Sunday. 
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By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — You 
have to hand it to ac-
tor Matthew Gray Gubler: 
When he goes, he goes 
all-in. That’s whether he’s 
chasing serial killers on CBS’ 
“Criminal Minds” or putting 
the word out about his new 
children’s book.
To publicize “Rumple But-
tercup: A Story of Bananas, 
Belonging and Being Your-
self,” Gubler donned a full-
body, sweaty costume of 
his character, a peculiar 
green monster who disguis-
es himself under a banana 
peel.
“I love life so much and I 
want to try to do every-
thing, whether or not I do 
it well I don’t know,” he 
says. “But I am sitting here 
in a 7-foot-tall monster cos-
tume, so I’m feeling pretty 
good about myself.”
The story centers on the 
lonely Rumple Buttercup, 
who hides from the world 
because he has crooked 
teeth, three hairs and an 
asymmetrical body. He 
hides because he fears 
he’s weird.
“I sort of wrote the book for 
anyone that feels like they 
don’t quite fit in. Because 
I want them to know that 
they’re not alone and that 
everybody feels weird be-
cause everyone is weird. 

And that’s ultimately I think 
what makes us great,” 
Gubler says.
Gubler didn’t just dream 
up the monster for the 136-
page book. He also drew 
every squiggly line and 
hand-lettered every word, 
even the barcode and le-
gal language. He made 
the drawings with melted 
crayons, pastel and char-
coal.
“I wanted the book to real-
ly feel like it was handmade 

because it legitimately 
was,” he says. “Any art form 
that I look at or appreciate, 
whether it’s dance or mov-
ies, I love when you can 
feel the seams because it 
feels like it was just made. 
You know it’s not perfect 
and, like the theme of the 
book, no one is perfect 
and that’s ultimately what 
makes us special.”
The book must have 
touched a nerve because 
it made its debut at No. 1 

on The New York Times’ 
children’s middle grade 
best-seller list. More is on 
the way: Gubler revealed 
another children’s book in 
the pipeline.
Mallory Loehr, who leads 
Random House Books for 
Young Readers Group, says 
her team was so enam-
ored of the book that sev-
eral editors first met Gubler 
wearing banana peels on 
their heads.
“He is a true artist. As much 

as he’s a fabulous actor, his 
heart is here,” Loehr says. 
“It was a very intense expe-
rience because he is an in-
tense person and because 
he wants perfection and 
because he cares a whole 
lot. But the proof is in the 
pudding.”
On TV, Gubler is best known 
for playing Spencer Reid, 
a brilliant member of an 
elite FBI behavioral analy-
sis team, tracking down 
unknown subjects — or 
“unsubs” — for 14 seasons. 
Reid shares some similari-
ties with Rumple Buttercup 
— both are sensitive out-
siders yearning to connect 
and offer their gifts to the 
world. “I’m very protective 
of him and Rumble — those 
are like my two guys,” says 
Gubler. Over the years, 
Reid onscreen has been 
shot in the leg and neck, 
stabbed himself in the 
thigh, and was once ar-
rested on trumped-up mur-
der charges in Mexico. “My 
character has been the 
perpetual damsel in distress 
since Season 1,” Gubler 
says. The show will wrap up 
its run with a final Season 15 
later this year and Gubler, 
who has directed 13 epi-
sodes over its life, thinks the 
moment will be bittersweet. 
He’ll miss the cast and crew 
but is ready for new chal-
lenges. q

By RAGAN CLARK 
Associated Press
Norah Jonas, “Begin Again” 
(Blue Note)
Norah Jones grew to be a 
household name after her 
2002 debut “Come Away 
With Me” — an album that 
brought home five Gram-
mys. She became a jazz 
sweetheart overnight, but 
quickly established that she 
did not want to be boxed 
into one genre.
Following her early success, 
Jones began to wander to-
ward folk influences before 
dappling in electronica, 
collaborating with Danger 
Mouse with 2012’s “Little 
Broken Heart.” Jones made 
a return to jazz with 2016’s 
“Day Breaks” and has now 
released a collection of sin-
gles in “Begin Again.”

The seven-song project har-
nesses Jones’ ability to tap 
into other musical streams 
while maintaining a central 
jazz feel. 
Electronic influences are 
less pronounced than in 
“Little Broken Heart” yet 
more present than in “Day 
Breaks.” The subtlety is wel-
comed with the experimen-
tation on “Begin Again.”
“My Heart Is Full” plays 
with reverb as Jones’ sultry 
voice echoes and bounc-
es, commanding attention. 
The distorted vocals in “Just 
a Little Bit” make the song 
playful, without detracting 
from the quality of Jones’ 
writing. Mirroring tech-
niques used by artists like 
Bon Ivor, “A Song With No 
Name” mixes the delicate 
with the experimental, strik-

ing a fantastic balance. It’s 
a distinct Jones’ song, with 
post-production vocal tex-
ture. 
“It Was You” pulls no bells 
or whistles, coasting into 
a jazz number decorated 
with horns and a thunder-
ing piano.
As a collection of singles, 
“Begin Again” is less con-
cerned with generating a 
cohesive feel throughout 
the album — perhaps al-
lowing Jones more creative 
license song to song. It’s an 
entertaining assortment of 
Jones unrestrained. 
And as a woman who has 
accumulated nine Gram-
mys and has seven albums 
(not to mention two col-
laborative albums) under 
her belt, why have any 
restraint?q

Why actor Matthew Gray Gubler is dressed in a monster suit

This April 1, 2019 photo shows actor and author Matthew Gray Gubler poses for a portrait in New 
York wearing a costume of his title character in his children’s book “Rumple Buttercup: A Story of 
Bananas, Belonging and Being Yourself.” 
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Norah Jonas is unrestrained on ‘Begin Again’

This cover image released by Blue Note Records shows “Begin 
Again,” the latest release by Norah Jones. 
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